SAHRA SIMAY GUNALP

Sports & Human Rights Lawyer

Attorney-at-Law (Istanbul Bar) & PhD Researcher (DAISI Project)
sahrasimay@gmail.com

Languages: Turkish, English, French

SUMMARY

International sports lawyer and qualified attorney (Istanbul Bar) specialising in sports governance and athlete protection, with experience
advising professional football clubs and athletes and handling matters involving FIFA, UEFA regulations and CAS proceedings. Joint PhD
research focuses on the legal dimension of labour market integrity in football.

EXPERIENCE

KU Leuven, Leuven, Belgium (PhD Researcher)
March 2024 — Present

FIFA, Miami, Florida, United States (DAISI Project Fellow)
October 2025 — November 2025

Construction Management Consultants GmbH, Zug, Switzerland (Contract Administrator)
August 2023 — December 2023

Mission 89, Geneva, Switzerland (Research Assistant)
March 2023 — July 2023

Ozkurt Law Firm, Istanbul, Tiirkiye (Attorney-at-Law)
July 2019 — October 2022

Sezer & Demirelli Law Firm, Istanbul, Turkiye (Attorney-at-Law)
January 2019 — July 2019

Kurt Giirler Partners Law Firm, Istanbul, Tiirkiye (Legal Internship)
January 2017 —January 2018

EDUCATION

March 2024 — March 2027 (Expected): KU Leuven University & Norwegian School of Sport Sciences — Joint PhD in Sports Law and Sports Science
(DAISI Project — European Commission funded)

September 2022 — January 2024: University of Lausanne — International Business and Sports Law LL.M.

February 2018 — July 2022: Istanbul Bilgi University — Human Rights Law LL.M.

September 2020 —June 2021: University of Bern — European & Swiss Mobility Program

September 2012 —June 2016: Istanbul Kadir Has University — Faculty of Law LL.B.

PUBLICATIONS

Reactive justice: how FIFA and CAS co-construct child protection in football. A legal analysis of Article 19 of the FIFA RSTP through CAS
jurisprudence. Int Sports Law J (2026). https://doi.org/10.1007/s40318-026-00338-y

A Critical Examination of FIFA RSTP Article 19(2)(b) in Protecting Minors in Football within the Context of European Union Law and Human
Rights. LL.M. thesis. University of Lausanne (2024). (available upon request)

Evaluation of Gender-Based Eligibility Rules in Elite Sports in the Light of International Court Decisions. LL.M. thesis, Istanbul Bilgi University.
(2022).

What Does Semenya’s Extraordinary Story Tell Us About Sex and Gender in Sports Law? Union of Turkish Bar Associations. Av. Dr. Haluk Burcuoglu
Armagani. (2022). (with Att. Emin Ozkurt).

ENGAGEMENTS

2026: European Court of Human Rights Caster Semenya Grand Chamber Decision, Istanbul Bar Association (Speaker)
2025 — Present: Introduction to Sports Law, Academy of Leadership Sciences Switzerland (ALSS) (Lecturer)

2025 - Present: Legal English Course (Sports Law), Istanbul Bar Association (Lecturer)

2025 — Present: Microcredential Sports Law Certificate Program, KU Leuven & T.M.C. Asser Institute (Lecturer)
2025: Children’s rights under pressure in a changing world, Leiden University (Speaker)

2025: Children’s Rights in Sports: International Practices and Protection Mechanisms, Istanbul Bar Association (Speaker)
2024 — Present: Athlete Career Transition Course in Sport Ethics and Integrity (ACTSI), KU Leuven & 10C (Lecturer)
2024 - Present: KU Leuven Institute of Sport Science (LISS) (Associate Member)

2024 —Present: University of Lausanne Sports Law Association (Associate Member)

2021 —2023: Turkish Handball Federation Disciplinary Committee (Associate Member)

2019-2022: Istanbul Bar Association Sports and Sports Law Commission (Executive Member)
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