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Decision of the UEFA Executive Committee concerning the replacement of outfield players with 

long-term injuries or illnesses in UEFA men’s club competitions (i.e. UEFA Champions League 

(UCL), UEFA Europa League (UEL) and UEFA Conference League (UECL)) for the ongoing season 

2025/26 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

Following a recommendation by the UEFA Club Competitions Committee to address the temporary 

replacement of outfield players suffering from long-term injuries or illnesses on List A outside the 

standard player registration periods, the UEFA Executive Committee, at its meeting on 11 September 

2025 in Tirana, approved an amendment of Paragraph 31.14 of the 2025/26 UEFA Champions League, 

UEFA Europa League and UEFA Conference League regulations, with immediate effect. 

 

Until now such replacements have been permitted only for goalkeepers, in exceptional circumstances. 

The amendment will now allow the replacement of one outfield player per club in the event of long term-

injury or illness, having in mind fairness of competition and the need to avoid excessive workload pressure 

on reduced squads. 

 

Restrictive conditions have been set for such replacements to avoid misuse and interference with the 

player registration deadlines. A different duration of “long-term” injury or illness compared to 

goalkeepers has been stipulated, reflecting the specificity and speciality of the goalkeeper position. This 

approach ensures the integrity of the competitions is maintained while providing a fair and medically 

justified option to manage long-term injuries and illness. 

  

The amendment of the regulations is based on the following key principles: 

 

• Only one temporary replacement of an outfield player is permitted during the league phase, up to 

and including matchday 6 of each competition. 

• Long-term injury or illness is defined as lasting at least 60 days for an outfield player (as opposed 

to 30 days for goalkeepers). 
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• The replacement player must have been registered with the club by the List A registration deadline 

(2 September 2025). 

• The locally trained player quota must be respected with the replacement. 

• Once the player is fit again, he can resume his position in place of his nominated substitute and/or 

becomes eligible to play again but not before the expiry of the 60 days. This also applies to a new 

club if the replaced player transfers during the winter transfer window. 

 

Please find here below the precise amendments to Paragraph 31.14 of the UCL, UEL and UECL 

regulations (noting that para b) does not apply to the UECL regulations): 

 

Exceptionally, if at any point a club cannot count on the services of at least two goalkeepers registered on 
List A, a replacement after the deadlines set in the present regulations is permitted in the following cases 
and under the following conditions: 

a. Long-term injury or illness of a goalkeeper: the club concerned may temporarily replace the goalkeeper 
concerned and register a new goalkeeper at any time during the season. The club must complete the 
official registration of List A with the replacement goalkeeper. An injury or illness of a goalkeeper is 
considered long-term if it lasts at least 30 days as of the day the injury or illness occurred. If the 
goalkeeper recovers before the end of this 30-day period, the player remains nonetheless not eligible 
to participate in any UEFA club competition (i.e. UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League or 
UEFA Conference League), until the end of such period. The new goalkeeper does not have to be locally 
trained, even if the replaced goalkeeper was. The club must provide UEFA with the necessary medical 
evidence in one of UEFA's official languages. Before confirming the replacement, UEFA may require 
further medical examination of the goalkeeper by an expert appointed by UEFA at the club's expense. 
Once the injured or ill goalkeeper is fit to be fielded again, he becomes eligible and/or can resume his 
position in place of his substitute, who must consequently be removed from the list. The return of the 
original goalkeeper must be announced to the UEFA administration at least 24 hours before the next 
match in which the original goalkeeper is due to play. 

b. Outgoing permanent transfer of one or more goalkeepers: the club concerned may replace the 

goalkeeper concerned and register a new goalkeeper after matchday 6 and before the end of the league 
phase. The club must complete the official registration of List A with the replacement goalkeeper. The 
new goalkeeper does not have to be locally trained, even if the replaced goalkeeper was. If the club 
qualifies for the knockout phase, the goalkeeper added during the league phase shall be considered as 
one of the three new players that may be registered for the knockout phase in line with Article 32. At 
this point the quota of locally trained players on List A must be respected.  

c. Long-term injury or illness of an outfield player: during the league phase until matchday 6 included, the 

club concerned may temporarily replace a maximum of one outfield player and register a new outfield 
player. The club must complete the official registration of List A with the replacement player, who must 
have been registered with the club in accordance with Paragraph 30.01 to 30.06 before the deadline 
for List A referred to in Paragraph 31.09 e) (i.e. 2 September 2025 - 24:00 CET). An injury or illness of 
an outfield player is considered long-term if it lasts at least 60 days as of the day the injury or illness 
occurred. If the outfield player recovers before the end of this 60-day period, the player remains 
nonetheless not eligible to participate in any UEFA club competition (i.e. UEFA Champions League, 
UEFA Europa League or UEFA Conference League), until the end of such period. If the replaced outfield 
player was registered as a club-trained player or an association-trained player, the quotas for club-
trained players or association-trained players must be fulfilled with the replacement. The club must 
provide UEFA with the necessary medical evidence in one of UEFA's official languages.  

https://documents.uefa.com/r/1dewT2NITNj_nBcX3kbINQ/_YCgFwH0NBCUO2PxXAwBxg
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Before confirming the replacement, UEFA may require further medical examination of the outfield 
player by an expert appointed by UEFA at the club's expense. Once the injured or ill outfield player is fit 
to be fielded again, he becomes eligible and/or can resume his position in place of his substitute, who 
must consequently be removed from the list. The return of the original outfield player must be 
announced to the UEFA administration at least 24 hours before the next match in which the original 
outfield player is due to play.  

 

The new rule will be implemented as follows: 

 

• A long-term injury or illness of a player needs to be announced to UEFA via players@uefa.ch  

including all necessary medical evidence (as stipulated by the regulations in one of UEFA's official 

languages but ideally in English). UEFA will confirm the replacement and/or request further medical 

examinations.  

• The rule may prevent a player from being eligible for some knockout stage matches. Therefore, in 

case of transfers of such injured or ill player, it is key that all parties are fully aware of any period of 

ineligibility resulting from a long-term injury or illness declared by their old club. Please note that 

this applies to goalkeepers too. 

• If transferred, a long-term injured or ill player may be added to the new club’s List A in accordance 

with the relevant competition regulations, but remains nonetheless not eligible to participate in any 

UEFA club competition (i.e. UCL, UEL or UECL), until the expiry of the 60-day period. 

• If a replaced player is a “locally trained player” (i.e. “club-trained player” or “association-trained 

player”), the relevant quotas must remain fulfilled with the replacement.  Please note, that for the 

replacement player the necessary period to be counted as a “locally trained player” must have been 

reached at the original deadline for List A referred to in Paragraph 31.09 e), i.e. 2 September 2025. 

• As a reminder, in all UEFA club competitions, the clubs are wholly responsible for observing the 

requirements set out in the regulations, including the above-mentioned provisions. Neither the 

referee nor the UEFA match delegate is responsible for verifying the eligibility of players. 

 

Thank you in advance for giving your fullest attention to the information contained in this letter, and for 

informing and forwarding it immediately to all your clubs participating in UEFA men’s club competitions.  

  

Yours faithfully, 

 

U E F A  

 

 

 

 

 

Theodore Theodoridis 

General Secretary 

 

 

 

 

mailto:players@uefa.ch
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cc 

- UEFA Executive Committee 

- UEFA Club Competitions Committee 

- European members of the FIFA Council 

- FIFA, Zurich 

- European Club Association (ECA) 

- European Leagues (EL) 

- FIFPRO Europe 


