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UEFA Grassroots Awards 2023/24
The UEFA Grassroots Awards are a celebration of the heart of European football, recognising the important roles played by dedicated individuals, clubs and initiatives to develop our grassroots game. These awards acknowledge the tireless grassroots workforce, forward-thinking leaders and innovative programmes that embody the values of teamwork, fair play, respect and excellence, fostering inclusivity and unity within communities. From initiatives to break down participation barriers for players of all backgrounds to grassroots clubs that champion change through unwavering commitment, the UEFA Grassroots Awards honour those who create a lasting legacy for European football. 

Categories
Gold, silver and bronze awards (winners, runners-up and third place) will be presented in the following five categories:

· Best amateur club
· Best professional club
· Best disability initiative
· Best education initiative (NEW)
· Best participation initiative 

Financial rewards
Our partner, EA SPORTS FC, is providing significant support to grassroots football within UEFA for the upcoming 2023/24 awards season. The outright winners in each category, recipients of the gold awards, will not only be recognised across Europe but also receive €10,000 each from the EA SPORTS FC FUTURES programme. This funding is an investment in the future of grassroots football. It will help the award winners expand their projects and have an even greater impact in their communities. 

Instructions for nominations
· Complete and submit the nominations form using the link below. Please submit your nominations for all categories in one single file. You may submit separate supporting documents such as presentations, pictures, videos, etc.
· Please name your completed form and supporting documents as follows:
· [Country name]_nomination (e.g. Switzerland_nomination)
· [Country name]_support_[Award category] (e.g. Switzerland_support_participation initiative)
· All nominations to be submitted by 10 November 2023.
· All nominations to be submitted in English.

Click here to submit your nomination.

If you have any questions, please write to grassroots@uefa.ch.


Best amateur club 

The UEFA Grassroots Award for Best Amateur Club recognises the remarkable contributions of grassroots football clubs across Europe. This award celebrates clubs that prioritise inclusivity, accessibility and community engagement, often excelling in participation and sustainability efforts. These clubs serve as positive role models, fostering a love for football while making a meaningful impact on their local communities. The award showcases the vital role of grassroots clubs in the development of European football, and football’s power to unite, inspire and promote a lifelong love of the game.

Nominations should demonstrate how the club achieves one or more of the following:

Players
Increase participation and retention through a player-centred approach
[bookmark: Check1]|_| 	The club encourages and facilitates high levels of participation, involving a broad range of individuals in its football-related activities and formats.
[bookmark: Check2]|_| 	The club is committed to inclusion by actively promoting diversity, removing barriers to participation and welcoming individuals from all backgrounds, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, ability, or socio-economic status.
Football environment
Enhance safe, inclusive and fun playing environments
[bookmark: Check3]|_|	The club is inclusive, plays an active part in the local community and exemplifies the power of football to unite diverse communities and inspire people to pursue an active and healthy lifestyle while fostering a deep and lifelong love of the game.
[bookmark: Check4]|_|	The club has a tangible and measurable impact on its local community, contributing to the well-being and development of individuals and fostering a love of football. 
Game
Develop flexible and inclusive playing formats
[bookmark: Check5]|_|	The club offers innovative formats and player pathways to encourage active engagement, participation and progression.
[bookmark: Check6]|_|	The club offers modern and inclusive playing formats and player pathways that ensure football is available to all players of all abilities.
Workforce
Increase and develop the grassroots workforce
[bookmark: Check7]|_|	The club demonstrates excellence in its operations, management and commitment to its members and local community.
[bookmark: Check8]|_|	The club develops, supports and educates club staff and volunteers to deliver high-quality experiences for its members and the surrounding community.
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Best professional club 

The UEFA Grassroots Award for Best Professional Club celebrates the outstanding efforts of professional football clubs in their commitment to nurturing and championing grassroots football, and the impact they can have on their local communities through their profile, reach and resources. The award recognises the professional clubs that exhibit exceptional dedication to promoting the sport at its grassroots, extending far beyond the confines of the pitch. These clubs serve as beacons of positive change through their unwavering commitment to community engagement, education, social impact and active participation.

Nominations should demonstrate how the club achieves one or more of the following:

Players
Increase participation and retention through a player-centred approach
[bookmark: Check9]|_|	The club is committed to developing and supporting participation and community football programmes to engage and offer opportunities for grassroots players.
[bookmark: Check10]|_|	The club's initiatives are aimed at increasing participation in football, especially among underrepresented groups. 
Football environment
Enhance safe, inclusive and fun playing environments
[bookmark: Check11]|_|	The club has a positive club culture that creates an enjoyable and safe environment for all members.
[bookmark: Check12]|_|	The club actively engages with and supports its local community, through initiatives such as charity partnerships, community outreach programmes, and promoting social inclusion through football.
[bookmark: Check13]|_|	The club has strong partnerships with local schools and other organisations and institutions to further promote grassroots football and community development.
Game
Develop flexible and inclusive playing formats
[bookmark: Check14]|_|	The club takes innovative and creative approaches to promoting grassroots football, organising unique programmes, partnerships or events, for example, that have had a positive impact.
[bookmark: Check15]|_|	The club offers innovative formats and player pathways to encourage active engagement, participation and progression.
[bookmark: Check16]|_|	The club offers modern and inclusive playing formats and player pathways that ensure football is available to all players of all abilities.
Workforce
Increase and develop the grassroots workforce
[bookmark: Check17]|_|	The club promotes education and skills development among young players, staff and the community, including access to quality coaching, facilities and opportunities for personal development.
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Best disability initiative 

The UEFA Grassroots Award for Best Disability Initiative recognises and celebrates exceptional efforts in advancing inclusivity and accessibility in football. This award highlights our collective commitment to ensuring that football is a sport accessible to individuals of all physical and cognitive abilities. It recognises initiatives that break down barriers and create opportunities for disabled people to actively engage and develop in football. Whether through innovative coaching techniques, accessible facilities or pioneering outreach programmes, this award acknowledges the relentless dedication of clubs, organisations and individuals who champion disability football at all levels. By promoting inclusivity, fostering accessibility and inspiring the broader football community, the Best Disability Initiative category exemplifies UEFA's vision of making football an inclusive and positive experience for all.

Nominations should demonstrate how the initiative achieves one or more of the following:

Players
Increase participation and retention through a player-centred approach
[bookmark: Check18]|_|	The initiative takes an innovative approach to including disabled people in football by breaking down barriers and creating a welcoming environment.
[bookmark: Check19]|_|	The initiative increases the engagement and participation of disabled people in football activities including the number of participants, their level of enthusiasm, and the impact on their physical and mental well-being.
Football environment
Enhance safe, inclusive and fun playing environments
[bookmark: Check20]|_|	The initiative improves the accessibility of football facilities and programmes for disabled people.
[bookmark: Check21]|_|	The initiative integrates disabled people into mainstream football activities and events to develop a sense of belonging and unity among all participants.
Game
Develop flexible and inclusive playing formats
[bookmark: Check22]|_|	The initiative promotes disability football disciplines and formats, raises awareness of the importance of inclusivity, engages with the broader community and inspires support for disability football.
[bookmark: Check23]|_|	The initiative has strong ties with relevant disability organisations, government agencies and community partners to enhance its reach and effectiveness.
Workforce
Increase and develop the grassroots workforce
[bookmark: Check24]|_|	The initiative improves the quality of coaching and training provided to disabled people, for example through specialised coaching and skills development tailored to the unique needs and abilities of the participants.
[bookmark: Check25]|_|	Clubs, organisations and individuals involved in the initiative show strong leadership and inspiration to motivate and educate others to champion disability football.
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Best education initiative 

The UEFA Grassroots Award for Best Education Initiative recognises outstanding activities in football education. This award places a strong emphasis on the knowledge, skills and holistic development of key individuals within the football community, encompassing players, coaches, volunteers, parents, referees, club leaders and football developers. Education initiatives should promote inclusivity, innovation and impact, uphold high quality standards, and promote essential values such as fair play and sportsmanship. By celebrating these initiatives, we want to inspire a commitment to excellence, continuous improvement, and the creation of positive, fun and safe grassroots football environments, ultimately giving better experiences for all participants.

Nominations should demonstrate how the initiative achieves one or more of the following:

Players
Increase participation and retention through a player-centred approach
[bookmark: Check26]|_|	The initiative contributes to the holistic development of individuals within the football community, including players, coaches, volunteers, parents, referees, club leaders and football developers. 
[bookmark: Check27]|_|	The initiative impacts the football community and can evidence the number of participants involved, their feedback, and the measurable improvements in their knowledge, skills, and overall experience.
Football environment
Enhance safe, inclusive and fun playing environments
[bookmark: Check28]|_|	The initiative is committed to inclusivity, ensuring that education opportunities are accessible to individuals of all backgrounds, abilities and ages.
[bookmark: Check29]|_|	The initiative supports the creation of positive, fun and safe football environments at the grassroots level, including measures to assess and ensure the well-being and protection of participants.
Game
Develop flexible and inclusive playing and educational formats
[bookmark: Check30]|_|	The initiative uses innovative approaches and techniques to introduce varying delivery methods, adult learning principles, technologies, reality-based learning, and curriculum design to enhance learning experiences.
[bookmark: Check31]|_|	The educational content is of a high quality and contributes to the improvement of grassroots football, for example through well-qualified coaches and successful outcomes.
Workforce
Increase and develop the grassroots workforce
[bookmark: Check32]|_|	The initiative enhances the knowledge and skills of participants by improving the quality of the coaching, training and educational opportunities provided.
[bookmark: Check33]|_|	The initiative is committed to upholding high-quality standards in football education, including adherence to best practices, certification processes and recognised educational standards.
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Best participation initiative 

The UEFA Grassroots Award for Best Participation Initiative recognises outstanding efforts in promoting and creating more opportunities to play football across Europe. This award celebrates initiatives that prioritise inclusion, community engagement and accessibility within grassroots football. It recognises activities and programmes that open the doors of football to all, actively engage with local communities, nurture child and youth development, champion sustainability, embrace innovation and demonstrate a measurable impact on both the sport and the community. The award promotes the benefits of active participation in football for everyone. These benefits extend far beyond the field and can positively impact various aspects of an individual's life.

Nominations should demonstrate how the initiative achieves one or more of the following:

Players
Increase participation and retention through a player-centred approach
[bookmark: Check40]|_|	The initiative actively promotes the benefits of active participation in football for all and inspires others to engage with the sport regardless of age or ability.
[bookmark: Check35]|_|	The initiative has a focus on child and youth development, focusing on nurturing the skills, character and well-being of young participants, emphasising values such as teamwork and sportsmanship.
[bookmark: Check38]|_|	The initiative has a strong impact, in terms of both its contribution to the growth and development of football and its positive effects on the community it serves, evidenced for example through data on increased participation rates, improved health and well-being, reduced dropout rates or other relevant metrics.
Football environment
Enhance safe, inclusive and fun playing environments
[bookmark: Check36]|_|	The initiative promotes the broader benefits of active participation in football, highlighting how it positively impacts various aspects of an individual's life, such as physical health, mental well-being, social integration and personal development.
[bookmark: Check37]|_|	The initiative actively engages with local communities, forging strong connections and partnerships to foster a sense of belonging and shared purpose. 
[bookmark: Check34]|_|	The initiative works to remove barriers and ensure that football is accessible to as many people as possible, including disabled people and people facing geographical or financial challenges.
Game
Develop flexible and inclusive playing formats
[bookmark: Check39]|_|	The initiative is innovative and evolves to the needs of grassroots football, demonstrating creativity and the use of flexible formats and approaches to enhance the football experience and engagement.
Workforce
Increase and develop the grassroots workforce
[bookmark: Check41]|_|	The initiative contributes to the holistic development and education of individuals within the football community, including players, coaches, volunteers, parents, referees, club leaders and football developers. 
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