Q)

UNDER21

CHAMPIONSHIP

GEORGIA - ROMANIA
2023

= I_"—E‘I;’

!

)
UNDER21
CHAMPIONSHIP

Official
" Programme

21 June - 8 July 2023




*
&

4 CLEANER AIR
BETTER GAME

UNDER21
CHAMPIONSHIP
GEORGIA - ROMANIA
2023

L AIR POLLUTION IS A THREAT.

TO YOUR HEALTH AND
TO YOUR GAME.

MAKE A PERSONAL
COMMITMENT

UEFA is encouraging fans around the
world to take a step to protect the planet
and the game we love.

Invite your own football community to
i make a personal commitment:

e Dial it down - turn down the heating
e Volunteer — donate your time and skills
e Cut food waste

e Repair & re-use

e Eat more plants

e Walk & cycle more

e Grow some trees



Welcome!

Welcome to the 2023 UEFA European Under-21
Championship finals!

Seeing Georgia and Romania working hand
in hand to organise this final tournament is
formidable. It is well known that collaboration
lies at the heart of European football, and it is
an absolute pleasure to witness how much great
work these two associations have put together
to deliver such a prestigious event.

| wish to thank both associations and their
presidents, Levan Kobiashvili and Rdzvan
Burleanu, for their warm hospitality and efforts
behind the scenes for what promises to be a
spectacular tournament.

For these finals, we will also use football's
powerful voice to raise awareness of the
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detrimental effects of air pollution on public health
while suggesting creative and fun solutions to
turn things around. Therefore, | invite all people
with football in their hearts to participate in our
Cleaner Air, Better Game campaign. Preserving
the environment and improving the quality of the
air we breathe is a global goal and one we can
score only as a team.

The Under-21 tournament is an actual window
into the game’s future, with the participating
teams and their respective squads promising an
event for the ages. | can't wait for the ball to
start rolling, and | am sure you share the same
enthusiasm.

May the best team win!

Aleksander Ceferin
UEFA President

Bine ati venit la finala Campionatului European
UEFA Under-21 2023!

Faptul de a vedea Georgia si Romania lucrand
umar la umar pentru a organiza acest turneu
final este formidabil. Este binecunoscut faptul ca
colaborarea se afla in centrul fotbalului european
si este o pldcere absoluta sd vad cat de multa
munca au depus aceste doua asociatii pentru a
organiza un eveniment atat de prestigios.

Doresc sa le multumesc ambelor asociatii
si presedintilor lor, Levan Kobiashvili si Razvan
Burleanu, pentru ospitalitatea calduroasa si
pentru eforturile din culise depuse pentru ceea
ce promite a fi un turneu spectaculos.

Pentru acest turneu final, ne vom folosi,
de asemenea, de vocea puternica a fotbalului
pentru a creste gradul de sensibilizare asupra

efectelor daundtoare ale poludrii aerului asupra
sanatatii publice, sugerand in acelasi timp solutii
creative si distractive pentru a schimba situatia.
Prin urmare, Ti invit pe toti cei care au fotbalul
in suflet sa participe la campania noastra ,Aer
mai curat, Joc mai bun". Conservarea mediului
nconjurator si imbunatatirea calitatii aerului pe
care il respiram este un obiectiv global, pe care
il putem atinge doar n echipa.

Turneul Under-21 este o adevarata
fereastra catre viitorul fotbalului, iar echipele
participante si formatiile respective promit un
eveniment de exceptie. Abia astept sa inceapa
Sa se rostogoleasca mingea, si sunt sigur ca Si
dumneavoastra impartasiti acelasi entuziasm.

Fie ca cea mai buna echipd sa invinga!

Aleksander Ceferin
Presedinte UEFA
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Welcome!

Hello and welcome to the 2023 UEFA European
Under-21 Championship final tournament,
where the best teams on the continent will
compete for the title.

We are particularly proud of the fact that the
final of the tournament will be hosted by the
Georgian city of Batumi. | believe that our fans will
create a special atmosphere for the two finalists.

| am also certain that Georgia will offer an
outstanding experience to the visiting fans,
whom we will welcome with our famous, unique
hospitality and pleasant environment.

Levan Kobiashvili
President, Football Federation of Georgia
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Dear football friends,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to
Romania to the UEFA European Under-21
Championship! We are very proud to host this
event.

We aim to provide unique memories to all the
players and supporters. The footballers will be
able to enjoy a quality experience at brand new
stadiums constructed for EURO 2020.

I would like to tell visitors to Bucharest that they
will be thrilled to discover a city that was once
known as the Little Paris. Visitors to Cluj-Napoca
will not be any less surprised. Although they will
be in @ medieval citadel, they will certainly feel
the contrast offered by the modernity of the city
- and most of all, | hope, feel the quality of the
sport on show!

Welcome and let's play football!

Razvan Burleanu
President, Romanian Football Federation

Dragi prieteni ai fotbalului,

Este o mare placere sd va urez bun venit in
Romania la turneul UEFA EURO U21! Suntem
foarte mandri sd gazduim acest eveniment.

Ne propunem sa oferim tuturor jucatorilor
si suporterilor amintiri de neuitat. Jucdtorii se
vor putea bucura de o experientd fotbalistica
la standarde nalte pe stadioane noi, construite
pentru EURO 2020.

As vrea sd le spun vizitatorilor Bucurestiului ca
vor fiincantati sa descopere un oras care odata a
fost cunoscut drept Micul Paris. Vizitatorii Clujului
Napoca nu vor fi mai putin surprinsi. Desi se vor
aflaintr-o cetate medievald, cu siguranta vor simti
contrastul oferit de modernitatea orasului. Dar,
cel mai mult sper in spectacolul sportiv!

Bun venit si hai sa jucam fotbal!

Razvan Burleanu
Presedintele Federatiei Romane de Fotbal
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Group A

Georgia v Portugal
18:00, Paichadze Stadium, Tbilisi
Belgium v Netherlands
18:00, Meskhi Stadium, Tbilisi

Georgia v Belgium
18:00, Paichadze Stadium, Tbilisi
Portugal v Netherlands
18:00, Meskhi Stadium, Tbilisi

Netherlands v Georgia
18:00, Paichadze Stadium, Tbilisi
Portugal v Belgium
18:00, Meskhi Stadium, Tbilisi

All kick-off times CET. Romania

is one hour ahead of CET.

Georgia is two hours ahead.

All the vital match details

Group B

Ukraine v Croatia
18:00, Giulesti Stadium, Bucharest
Romania v Spain
20:45, Steaua Stadium, Bucharest

Romania v Ukraine
18:00, Steaua Stadium, Bucharest
Spain v Croatia
20:45, Giulesti Stadium, Bucharest

Group C

Czech Republic v England
18:00, Batumi Arena, Batumi
Germany v Israel
18:00, Shengelia Arena, Kutaisi

Czech Republic v Germany
18:00, Batumi Arena, Batumi
England v Israel
18:00, Shengelia Arena, Kutaisi

Croatia v Romania
20:45, Steaua Stadium, Bucharest
Spain v Ukraine
20:45, Giulesti Stadium, Bucharest

England v Germany
18:00, Batumi Arena, Batumi
Israel v Czech Republic
18:00, Shengelia Arena, Kutaisi

Quarter-finals

QF1: Winners Group A v Runners-up Group C
18:00, Meskhi Stadium, Tbilisi
QF3: Winners Group B v Runners-up Group D
21:00, Giulesti Stadium, Bucharest

QF2: Winners Group C v Runners-up Group A
18:00, Shengelia Arena, Kutaisi

QF4: Winners Group D v Runners-up Group B
21:00, Cluj Arena, Cluj-Napoca

Semi-finals

SF1: Winners QF1 v Winners QF2
18:00, Batumi Arena, Batumi
SF2: Winners QF3 v Winners OF4
21:00, Steaua Stadium, Bucharest

Final

Winners SF1 v Winners SF2
18:00, Batumi Arena, Batumi

THE MATCHES

Group D

Norway v Switzerland

18:00, CFR Cluj Stadium, Cluj-Napoca /
France v Italy

20:45, Cluj Arena, Cluj-Napoca

Switzerland v Italy
18:00, Cluj Arena, Cluj-Napoca
Norway v France
20:45, CFR Cluj Stadium, Cluj-Napoca

Switzerland v France
20:45, CFR Cluj Stadium, Cluj-Napoca
Italy v Norway
20:45, Cluj Arena, Cluj-Napoca

SERP

UNDERZ21

CHAMPIONSHIP®

GEORGIA - ROMANIA

2023
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GROUP A

AN INTRODUCTION...

ith a history of bringing through some of Europe’s brightest talents, Portugal are
W always one of the teams to watch at the UEFA European Under-21 Championship.
The three-time runners-up will be aiming to make that final step by becoming
champions - and they will do so using a squad packed with exciting youngsters.

Great players are nothing new to Portugal. They first made a major impact at the tournament
in 1994 when they reached the final with a team containing the likes of Luis Figo, Jodo Pinto
and Rui Costa.

They were edged out by an extra-time goal from Italy that year and in the next two decades
their best finish was third in 2004. Then, in the Czech Republic in 2015 a new generation of
future stars put Portugal in the final again.

By that time, current coach Rui Jorge had been at the helm for five years and he had a
settled squad that included Bernardo Silva, Jodo Mario and William Carvalho. Having beaten
Germany 5-0 in the semi-final, they fell at the final hurdle as Sweden triumphed on penalties.

Six years later they would suffer final heartbreak for a third time, losing 1-0 to Germany
despite boasting the likes of Rafael Ledo, Fabio Vieira and Vitinha in their ranks.

While the supply of talent remains plentiful, Portugal will be hopeful a tournament win is
just a matter of time.

12 | UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEORGIA - ROMANIA 2023

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not enter
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Runners-up
Quarter-finals
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage
Third place
Group stage
Group stage
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Runners-up
Group stage
Did not qualify
Runners-up




THE LEADER

Rui Jorge

The Portugal coach is one of the most
experienced leaders in international football
and his history with his country’'s Under-21s
team goes back a long way.

As a player the full-back was called up to the
full international squad that played at UEFA
European Championships in 2000 and 2004,
plus the 2002 FIFA World Cup.

When his playing career ended he moved
into coaching and was appointed to his current
role in 2010. He first led his players to a
Under-21 finals in 2015, where they went all
the way to the final before losing to Sweden.

He repeated the trick in 2021, this time
finishing runners-up to Germany.

“Our motivation
is to represent
our country
and the quality
of Portuguese
players. The
results should
come if we
play our part
correctly”

- Rui Jorge

HERO OF THE PAST

Bernardo Silva

Tricky midfield star Bernardo Silva starred for
Portugal as they reached the final of the 2015
UEFA European Under-21 Championship.

Having shone for his country at the 2013
European Under-19 Championship, he had already
made his full international debut before the 2015
finals, where he scored a goal in the semi-final
against Germany but lost out to Sweden in the
final.

Bernardo has since gone on to represent
Portugal at two FIFA World Cups and UEFA EURO
2020.

At club level, he made his name at Benfica
and Monaco but has spent the last six years at
Manchester City, winning multiple honours.

UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEORGIA - ROM

PORTUGAL

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Red shirt, green shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:
Runners-up (1994, 2015, 2021)
Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Gongalo Ramos (12)
Qualification:

Group D winners

STAR SEARCH
Fabio Silva
Striker Fabio Silva is used to making
headlines at a young age, and at 20 years
old he has already broken several records.
The tall, pacy forward made his name
at Porto where he won the UEFA Youth
League in 2018/19, then became the
youngest player to make his first-team
debut for the club at the age of 17 years
and 22 days old. He became the youngest
player to play in Europe for the
club the following month, then
became Porto’'s youngest
ever goalscorerin October
2019 after a strike against
Coimbroes.
Wolverhampton
Wanderers spotted his
talent and signed him
in September 2020,
and he became the
club’s youngest
Premier League
goalscorer a few
months later.
He spent
last season
on loan
at first
Anderlecht,
then PSV
Eindhoven.




GROUP A
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« NETHERLANDS
1978 Did not enter
1980 Did not qualify
1982 Did not qualify
1984 Did not qualify
1986 Did not qualify
AN INTRODUCTION... 1988 Semi-finals
1990 Did not qualify
or a nation with such a proud football pedigree, it is perhaps surprising to know it 1992 Quarter-finals
Fwasn’t until 1988 that two-time winners the Netherlands made their bow in these finals. 1994 Did not qualify
They reached the last four on that occasion, a stage they would reach again in 1998 1996 Did not qualify
before they made their maiden final appearance in 2006. 1998 Semi-finals
After finishing runners-up to Ukraine — to whom they lost 2-1 - in Group B, the two 2000 Group stage
teams met again in the tournament's deciding game after the Dutch dispatched France 2002 Did not qualify
in the semi-finals. 2004 Did not qualify
On this occasion the Netherlands triumphed 3-0 thanks to a brace from tournament star 2006 Winners
Klaas-Jan Huntelaar and a late goal from Nicky Hofs. 2007 Winners
The Jong Oranje successfully defended the tournament on home soil the following year, 2009 Did not qualify
overcoming Belgium and England on their way to the final, where Otman Bakkal, Ryan 2011 Did not qualify
Babel, Maceo Rigters and Luigi Bruins were all on the scoresheet as they beat Serbia 4-1. 2013 SEMEIES
Rigters was the top scorer of the competition that year with four goals and left-winger 2015 Did not qualify
Royston Drenthe was named the player of tournament shortly before he left Feyenoord 2017 Did not qualify
for Real Madrid. 2019 Did not qualify

The Dutch have reached the last four on two occasions since then - in 2013 and 2021 - and 2021 Semi-finals
will no doubt believe they have what it takes to reach the latter stages once again this year.

14 | UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEORGIA - ROMANIA 2023



THE LEADER

Erwin van de Looi

Erwin van de Looi has proven to be a talented
coach since his playing career was cut short
by injury at the age of 30.

Former club Groningen gave him the
opportunity to cut his coaching teeth when
they handed over control of their Under-21s
team in 2008.

They soon promoted him to assistant
manager and then manager, and he repaid
the club's faith by leading them to Dutch Cup
glory for the first time in 2015.

A two-year spell with Willem I followed
before he was appointed the Netherlands
Under-21 boss in 2018.

The former centre-back led the team to
the semi-finals last time around and the
experience should stand the Dutch in good
stead at this tournament.

“It is a great
challenge to
perform as well
as possible in
the Under-21
Championship and
to prepare players
for the Dutch
national team"”

- Erwin van de Looi

HERO OF THE PAST

Klaas-Jan Huntelaar

The Netherlands had Golden Boot winner Klaas-
Jan Huntelaar to thank when they went all the
way in the 2006 UEFA European Under-21
Championship.

His goal secured an all-important point against
Denmark in the group stage and he was also on
the scoresheet in the 3-2 extra-time win against
France in the semi-finals.

It was Huntelaar who opened the scoring in the
final against Ukraine, and he added another from
the penalty spot as his side won 3-0.

His exploits earned him the Golden Player
award as well as a place in the official team of
the tournament.

The former Ajax, Real Madrid and AC Milan
man went on to feature in two UEFA European
Championships and two FIFA World Cups for the
senior side, scoring 42 goals in 76 matches, and
he remains his country's all-time top scorer at
Under-21 level with 18 goals.

UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEORGIA - ROMAN |

NETHERLANDS

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Orange shirt, orange shorts, orange socks
Previous tournament best:

Winners (2006, 2007)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:

Joshua Zirkzee (7)

Qualification:

Group E winners

STAR SEARCH
Myron Boadu
Described as a “modern poacher”,
Myron Boadu has proven to be a prolific
goalscorer for the Under-21s since
making his debut at this level in 2019.
The boyhood Ajax fan began his career
with AZ Alkmaar, where he rose from the
youth ranks to the first team, scoring 32
goals in 64 appearances in the Eredivisie.
His goalscoring exploits caught
the eye of Monaco, who he
joined in 2021 on a five-
year deal, the same year
he scored a brace against
France in that summer's
Under-21 quarter-finals.
He has also been
called up to the senior
side, scoring against
Estonia in a UEFA
EURO 2020 qualifying
match to become
the first player born
in the 21st century
to feature and score
for the Netherlands'
national team.




GROUP A

) BELGIUM

AN INTRODUCTION...

ne of the world's most feared nations at senior level is making only its fourth appearance
0 in this competition's final tournament.

Belgium didn't make their bow until 2002, when Jean-Francois De Sart's side beat
Greece but failed to progress from a group which also contained France and the Czech Republic.

The country’s best performance came in 2007, when a side featuring Thomas Vermaelen,
Axel Witsel and Marouane Fellaini progressed to the semi-finals in the Netherlands.

They beat Israel 1-0 in Group A thanks to a late goal from Kevin Mirallas, and draws against
Portugal and the Netherlands ensured their progress to the last four before they fell to a 2-0
defeat by Serbia.

A 12-year wait for their next appearance ended in disappointing fashion as they fell to
defeats by Spain, Poland and hosts Italy in 2019.

However, with Leipzig's Maarten Vandevoordt between the sticks, Wolfsburg's Aster Vranckx
pulling the strings in midfield and PSV Eindhoven's Yorbe Vertessen in attack, they have every
chance of making a strong impression this time around.

They were also the first team to clinch qualification for this tournament when they drew
1-1 with Denmark in March last year. The match in Herning was one of only two matches
the Belgians failed to win in a group which also contained Turkey, Scotland and Kazakhstan.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Semi-finals
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage
Did not qualify




THE LEADER

Jacky Mathijssen

It is more than two decades since Jacky
Mathijssen took his first steps in the world of
football management with Belgian Pro League
outfit Sint-Truidense VV.

He had seen out his long goalkeeping career
at the club before he was appointed in 2001,
and he repaid the faith shown in him by leading
the team to only their second Belgian Cup final
before he departed in 2004.

His nomadic coaching career then took in
clubs including Club Brugge, Charleroi SC and
Greek Super League side AEL before he joined
Belgium's youth set-up in July 2018.

Although he was unable to steer the country
to the UEFA European Under-19 Championship
the following year, he was promoted to the
Under-21s in March 2020 and masterminded
Belgium's near-perfect qualification campaign
en route to this tournament.

“l am a very
satisfied national
coach. | see a lot
of enthusiasm in

all my players.
Everyone is fighting
to ensure their
place in the team"
- Jacky Mathijssen

HERO OF THE PAST

Kevin Mirallas

Winger Kevin Mirallas played a big part in helping
Belgium achieve their best-ever performance in
this competition in 2007.

After a goalless draw against Portugal, it was
Mirallas' late strike that secured the Red Devils'
victory against Israel. He also opened the scoring
in Belgium's 2-2 draw against the Netherlands to
help his team reach the last four.

Although he was unable to prevent his country
exiting at the semi-final stage, he was named in
the team of the tournament and went on to win
60 caps for the senior side, scoring 10 goals.

At club level he is best known for a seven-
year stint at Everton, where he made more than
150 Premier League appearances, and was most
recently appearing for Cypriot side AEL Limassol.

UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHA*/

BELGIUM

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Red shirt, red shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:
Semi-finals (2007)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Lois Openda (7)

Qualification:

Group | winners

STAR SEARCH

Maarten Vandevoordt
Talented shot-stopper Maarten
Vandevoordt became the youngest
goalkeeper in UEFA Champions League
history - aged 17 years, 287 days — when
he appeared for Genk against Napoli in
December 2019.

He had made his professional debut
only three months earlier and established
himself as Genk's Nol midway through
the side's run to Belgian Cup glory the
following season.

He missed just three of 48 games in all
competitions in the 2021/22 campaign,
keeping 11 clean sheets, as he continued
to rise through Belgium's youth ranks.

Vandevoordt's performances have also
caught the eye of Leipzig, who he will join
next year after signing a five-year contract
with the Bundesliga club.

It surely won't be long before he breaks
into the senior national side.




GROUP A

-+ GEORGIA

AN INTRODUCTION...

eorgia are making their first appearance in this tournament, which they automatically
G qualified for as co-hosts.

They are no strangers to playing in major youth competitions, however, having
previously also hosted the 2017 UEFA European Under-19 Championship.

They made a respectable impression on home soil despite going out at the group stage,
beating Sweden 2-1 in between losses to Portugal and the Czech Republic.

Going further back, they were the surprise package at the 2012 Under-17 finals, when they
finished above France and Iceland to reach the last four, where they bowed out 2-0 to eventual
winners the Netherlands.

Part of the Soviet Union team until 1992, their only previous qualification came in 1997 - at
Under-16 level - when the players representing them at this tournament had not even been born.

The current crop features a strong contingent from Dinamo Tbilisi, the dominant team in
the co-hosts' domestic competitions and the reigning Erovnuli Liga champions.

Their players include shot-stopper Luka Kutaladze, centre-back Aleksandre Kalandadze,
anchorman Anzor Mekvabishvili and fellow midfielder Gabriel Sigua, who turns 18 during this
tournament.

Among the others to watch out for are highly-rated Crvena zvezda left-back Irakli Azarovi,
FC Dila midfielder Nika Gagnidze and FK Sarajevo forward Giorgi Guliashvili.

Georgia face tough games against Portugal, Belgium and the Netherlands in Group A but
they will be eager to put on a good show in front of the home supporters, and a 3-2 friendly
win against England in November 2021 shows they are not to be underestimated.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify

* Georgia was part of the Soviet Union until 1991




THE LEADER

Ramaz Svanadze

Ex-defender Ramaz Svanadze moved into
coaching after his playing career was cut short
by injury at the age of 24.

His big break arrived a decade ago at
former club Dinamo Tbilisi, where he worked
as assistant coach for two years before he took
on a similar role with Inter Baku in Azerbaijan.

Svanadze was appointed Georgia's
Under-19s manager in 2019 and impressed
sufficiently to be appointed the senior side’s
caretaker boss the following year, overseeing
a 0-0 Nations League draw against Estonia
at short notice following the departure of
Vladimir Weiss.

The 42-year-old has been in his current role
since 2021, and he masterminded the victory
over England before recording wins against
Estonia and Romania, as well as a 1-1 draw
with Ukraine, last year.

“For us and for
our country, it is
a very important
tournament. We

are not going
to miss this
opportunity”

- Ramaz Svanadze

HERO OF THE PAST

Georgi Kinkladze

Playmaker Georgi Kinkladze first came to
international attention when he starred for
Georgia in a 5-0 win against Wales in 1994.

A move to the Premier League followed with
Manchester City, where the midfielder's skill,
dribbling ability and spectacular goals made him
a cult hero as he won the club's Player of the Year
award in two consecutive seasons.

He later joined Ajax before returning to England
with Derby County, where he collected another
Player of the Year award in 2003.

The former Dinamo Tbilisi man was also named
Georgian Footballer of the Year on two occasions
-in 1993 and 1996 - and scored nine goals in 57
appearances for the national side, for whom he
made his debut as a 19-year-old in 1992.

UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEO

FACTFILE

Home kit:

White shirt with red trim, white shirt,
white socks

Previous tournament best:

N/A

Top goalscorer in qualifying:

N/A

Qualification:

Qualified automatically as co-hosts

STAR SEARCH

Giorgi Guliashvili

Giorgi Guliashvili scored two goals in
Georgia's eye-catching win against
England in November 2021.

The first was a long-distance volley
which showed just how dangerous the
deep-lying forward can be when he has
sight of the target.

The 21-year-old began his career with
Saburtalo, with whom he won the Erovnuli
Liga in 2018 and the Georgian Cup in
2019 and 2021, as well as the Georgian
Super Cup in 2020.

Overall he scored 11 goals in 79 league
appearances for the Tbilisi-based side
before moving to FK Sarajevo earlier
this year.

He scored his first two international
goals at Under-21 level during a 4-1
friendly win against Belarus in
May 2021, and was also
on the scoresheet in a
1-1 draw against
Romania
before his ..
exploits ey
against
England.




GROUP B

AN INTRODUCTION...

c rowned European champions five times, only Italy can match the level of success that
Spain have enjoyed in this competition.

It was the Italians who Spain beat in a penalty shoot-out - the first in the tournament's
history - to secure their maiden triumph in 1986 following a thrilling 3-3 draw in the two-
legged final.

A goal from Ivan Pérez was enough to beat Greece 12 years later as La Rojita, who had the
likes of Guti, Michel Salgado and Juan Carlos Valeron in their ranks — won the competition
for the second time.

A golden period of success at senior level - two European Championships and a World Cup
between 2008 and 2012 - was followed by the Under-21s as they won two UEFA tournaments
in a row.

The triumph in 2011 saw a team featuring David De Gea, César Azpilicueta and Juan Mata
beat Switzerland 2-0 in the deciding game.

Isco, Alvaro Morata and David De Gea were among the heroes two years later as the Spaniards
overcame Germany and the Netherlands before a Thiago hat-trick helped them beat Italy 4-2
in the final.

Their most recent success came four years ago, when they recovered from a defeat in the
group stage to reach their eighth final, where a stunning goal from player of the tournament
Fabian Ruiz helped them beat Germany 2-1.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Quarter-finals
Runners-up
Winners
Quarter-finals
Quarter-finals
Did not qualify
Third place
Runners-up
Winners

Third place
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage
Winners
Winners

Did not qualify
Runners-up
Winners
Semi-finals




THE LEADER

Santi Denia

Commonly known as Santi, there are few
people who have the ex-Atlético centre-
back's experience when it comes to coaching
a country's most talented youngsters.

He has been involved with Spain’'s youth
set-up since taking over the reins with the
Under-16s in 2009, and led his country to
Under-19 glory four years ago.

That followed a playing career in which he
won 3 league and cup double with Atlético,
in between two stints with hometown side
Albacete Balompié. Capped twice at senior
level, he was also part of the side that finished
runners-up at the 1996 UEFA European
Under-21 Championship.

He returned to Atlético as assistant coach
before he joined the Royal Spanish Football
Federation, and was promoted to his current
role last December following the appointment
of his predecessor, Luis de la Fuente, as senior
head coach.

“The goal is to
win the European
Championship.
We want to have
possession and play
in the opponents'
half. We have to
keep improving”

- Santi Denia

HERO OF THE PAST

Juan Mata

Midfield playmaker Juan Mata was already a FIFA
World Cup winner when he starred for Spain at
the 2011 Under-21 finals.

Operating initially from the left - yet with
licence to roam - Spain's No10 was a hard man
to pin down, as the defences of England, Czech
Republic and Ukraine in Group B, followed by
Belarus and Switzerland in the semis and final,
would testify.

The tournament’s Golden Player instigated
moves and got on the end of them, helping himself
to two goals and two assists.

He went on to win the UEFA Champions League
with Chelsea the following year before moving to
Manchester United and, last summer, Galatasaray.

UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEORGIA - T

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Red shirt, blue shorts, blue socks
Previous tournament best:

Winners (1986, 1998, 2011, 2013, 2019)
Top goalscorer in qualifying:

Abel Ruiz (7)

Qualification:

Group C winners

STAR SEARCH

Bryan Gil

Already capped at senior level, Bryan Gil
was part of the Spanish sides that won
the 2019 Under-19 finals and claimed a
silver medal at the Tokyo Olympics two
years ago.

The left-footed winger began his career
at Sevilla, where he became the first
player born in the 21st century to score
a goal in La Liga, and he also caught the
eye during the side's run to UEFA Europa
League glory in 2019/20.

After moving to Tottenham in 2021,
he has continued his development with
loan spells at Valencia and then back at
Sevilla, where he spent the second half of
the 2022/23 season.

Few players at this tournament will
have as much experience as Gil, who was
also a member of the side which reached
the semi-finals in 2021, and every team
will be aware of the attacking threat he
poses.




GROUP B

) ROMANIA

AN INTRODUCTION...

C o-hosts Romania enter this tournament hoping to gain inspiration from their performances
four years ago when they reached the semi-finals.

Defender Alex Pascanu, future Rangers midfielder lanis Hagi (son of the legendary
Gheorghe) and striker George Puscas were among the heroes in Italy, where the Romanians
beat England and Croatia to top Group C ahead of France.

In the last four, Mirel Radoi's men were seconds away from forcing extra time against
Germany, but two late goals saw the defending champions go through to the final.

Romania also qualified for the next tournament in Hungary and Slovenia, where they were
unlucky to exit in the group stage despite not losing a game. A win against Hungary was
sandwiched between draws against the Netherlands and Germany, who both progressed to
the knockout stage at Romania's expense thanks to superior goal difference.

The country previously hosted the 1998 Under-21 finals in Bucharest, when they fell at the
quarter-finals stage at the hands of the Dutch.

It may only be their fourth appearance in this competition but with the likes of Genoa
centre-half Radu Dragusin and highly-rated FCSB attackers Octavian Popescu and David
Miculescu in their ranks, they will be confident of making a strong impression in front of
their own supporters.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Quarter-finals
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Semi-finals
Group stage



THE LEADER

Emil Sandoi

Emil Sandoi was appointed Romania's Under-
21s head coach for the second time last year.

The former centre-back had previously been
in charge between 2006 and 2013, during
which time he also briefly oversaw the senior
team.

His managerial career began in 1999 at
FC Universitatea Craiova, the club where he
spent most of his playing days and with whom
he won a domestic league and cup double in
1991, and he led them to the Romanian Cup
final at the end of his first season in charge.

The 58-year-old had two further managerial
spells at the club as his coaching skills were
deployed at a variety of teams in his country's
domestic leaques, including Pandurii Targu
Jiu, whom he led to the second division
championship in 2005.

“All the strong
teams in Europe
will be there for

this tournament so
it will be a top-level
competition from
this perspective.
We are all looking
forward to it with
great interest”
- Emil Sandoi

HERO OF THE PAST

George Puscas

Romania's run to the semi-finals four years ago
was in large part due to the scoring prowess of
George Puscas.

The then Palmero striker netted seven times
in qualifying to help his country reach the
tournament in Italy.

At the finals, Puscas won the penalty from
which he scored the opener in a 4-1 victory over
Croatia, and he netted again in the next game
against England to become Tricolorii Mici's highest
goalscorer.

Puscas's brace then gave Romania a half-time
lead against Germany in the semi-finals, although
his efforts eventually proved to be in vain.

Named in the 2019 team of the tournament,
the former Inter player joined Reading that
summer and spent last season on loan at Serie
B side Genoa.
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ROMANIA

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Yellow shirt, yellow shorts, yellow socks
Previous tournament best:
Semi-finals (2019)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:

N/A

Qualification:

Qualified automatically as co-hosts

STAR SEARCH

Radu Dragusin

Helping to keep Romania’'s opponents at
bay will be former Juventus centre-back
Radu Dragusin.

A tall and physical defender who
models himself on Liverpool's Virgil van
Dijk, he left his homeland for Italy at the
age of 16 amid interest from Chelsea,
Paris Saint-Germain and Atlético.

He made his UEFA Champions League
debut against Dynamo Kyiv in December
2020, a few days before making his Serie
A bow in a 3-1 win over Genoa.

Dragusin later enjoyed loan spells
with Sampdoria, Salernitana and Genoa,
before joining the Ligurian team on a
permanent basis at the start of this
year.

Having featured for Romania in the
2021 Under-21 finals, he made
his first appearance for the
senior side the following

year, and h|5/b!\ f’\
experience
will be 5

invaluable
for the tournament
co-hosts. Y

il
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GROUP B

< CROATIA

AN INTRODUCTION...

c roatia are making their fifth appearance at this tournament, having now qualified for
the past three finals in a row.

The country made its finals debut in 2000, when a squad featuring Juventus defender
Igor Tudor, Bayer Leverkusen midfielder Jurica Vranje$ and future Benfica forward Tomo Sokota
finished bottom of the group despite a credible draw against Spain.

They suffered a similar fate four years later before returning to the tournament in 2019,
when defeats by France and Romania saw them make another early exit despite a draw
against England.

Their fortunes improved last time out, when they progressed from Group D in second place
despite losing to Portugal and England, with a 3-2 win against Switzerland ultimately enough
to progress on goal difference.

They faced Spain in the last eight, where they trailed for most of the second half before
Luka Ivanu3ec scored an equaliser deep into stoppage time. However, it was their opponents
who eventually prevailed to make it into the quarter-finals.

Croatia qualified for this tournament after beating Denmark on penalties in the play-offs,
following a 3-3 aggregate draw, having finished runners-up to Norway in Group A.

Among the players aiming to help them reach the knockout stages once again are Eintracht
Frankfurt defender Hrvoje Smolci¢, Dinamo Zagreb attacking midfielder Martin Baturina and
FC Augsburg forward Dion Beljo.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not enter
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage
Did not qualify
Group stage
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage
Quarter-finals

*Part of Yugoslavia until 1991
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THE LEADER

Dragan Sko€ic

Arrich and varied coaching career has brought
Dragan Skocic¢ to the Croatia Under-21 set-
up just in time to lead the country at this
tournament.

Following Igor Biscan's appointment as
Dinamo Zagreb coach in April, Croatia turned
to Skoci¢ and his vast experience will help him
get to grips with the job as soon as possible.

The 54-year-old's previous job was as the
coach of the Iran national team, but having
led them to qualification for the 2022 FIFA
World Cup, he was replaced on the eve of the
tournament.

His coaching career has seen him work in
Croatia, Slovenia, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
Iran following a playing career that was based
in his homeland, as well as Las Palmas and
Compostela in Spain.

“We really have a
lot of talented and
quality players,
and | look forward
to the challenge
of helping them
realise their
potential with my
knowledge and
experience"

- Dragan Skoci¢

HERO OF THE PAST

Luka Ivanusec

Attacking midfielder Luka Ivanusec was one of
Croatia's standout performers during his country's
run to the quarter-finals two years ago.

He opened the scoring in what proved to be
a crucial 3-2 win against Switzerland in their
second game.

In the final group fixture against England, he
made his 27th appearance for his side to become
Croatia's most capped player at under-21 level.

He also scored a consolation penalty in their
quarter-final defeat by Spain, and his powerful
displays earned him a place in the team of the
tournament.

The Dinamo Zagreb player averaged more than
a goal every three games for the Under-21s, and
he has also represented the senior side on 12
occasions.

CROATIA

FACTFILE

Home kit:

White and red checks shirt, white shorts,
white socks

Previous tournament best:
Quarter-finals (2021)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:

Roko Simic¢ (7)

Qualification:

Play-off winners

STAR SEARCH

Roko Simi¢

Italy-born forward Roko Simi¢ scored
seven goals in qualifying to fire Croatia to
this summer’s UEFA European Under-21
Championship.

The son of former AC Milan defender
Dario, Simi¢ was only 16 when he made
his first senior professional appearance
for Lokomotiva Zagreb in August 2020.

He signed for Austrian side FC Salzburg
in the summer of 2021, making his
UEFA Champions League debut the
following season in a 3-1 win over
VfL Wolfsburg.

In January he joined
Swiss Super League
champions Zurich on
loan until the end
of the season and
scored two goals on
his debut against FC
Luzern - having only
entered the gamein
the 77th minute.

Talented
footballers clearly
run in his family
as he is also the
nephew of former
Croatia striker
Josip Simic.




GROUP B
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AR UKRAINE

1978 Did not enter

1980 Did not enter

1982 Did not enter

1984 Did not enter

AN INTRODUCTION... 1986 Did not enter
1988 Did not enter

he 2006 UEFA European Under-21 Championship runners-up are making their third 1990 Did not enter

I appearance at this tournament. 1992 Did not enter
Part of the Soviet Union team until 1991, their debut in these finals was a memorable 1994 Did not enter

one as they went all the way to the final. 1996 Did not qualify
With Andriy Pyatov - who went on to win 102 caps for the senior team - between the sticks, 1998 Did not qualify
future Barcelona player Dmytro Chygrynskiy in defence and Dynamo Kyiv's Artem Milevskyi in 2000 Did not qualify
attack, there was no shortage of quality in their ranks. 2002 Did not qualify
The Netherlands and Denmark were both overcome as Ukraine topped their group, despite 2004 Did not qualify

a narrow loss to Italy. Then a penalty shoot-out win against Serbia and Montenegro led to a 2006 Runners-up
rematch against the Dutch in the final, where they fell to a 3-O defeat. 2007 Did not qualify
Ukraine returned to the tournament five years later but, despite a goalless draw against 2009 Did not qualify
England, they finished bottom of their group after losses to Spain and the Czech Republic. 2011 Group stage
The country has had to wait 12 years before making its return to the finals but the other 2013 Did not qualify
competing teams will underestimate them at their peril. 2015 Did not qualify
Ukraine are the 2019 FIFA U-20 World Cup champions and many members of that squad are 2017 Did not qualify

eligible for this tournament - including Dynamo Kyiv forward Vladyslav Supryaha and Shakhtar 2019 Did not qualify
Donetsk striker Danylo Sikan - which they reached after beating Slovakia in the play-offs. 2021 Did not qualify

*Part of the Soviet Union until 1991
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THE LEADER
Ruslan Rotan
A former Dynamo Kyiv midfielder who won
100 caps for his country, Ruslan Rotan has
been in charge of the Under-21s since 2019.

He won the domestic double during his first
stint in the Ukrainian capital before returning
to the team where he started his career, Dnipro
Dnipropetrovsk.

Named in UEFA's Europa League squad of
the season in 2014/15, when his goal was
unable to prevent Dnipro from losing to Sevilla
in the final, Rotan was also part of Ukraine's
2006 World Cup and UEFA EURO 2012 squads.

He hung up his boots in 2018, two years after
he had been named the Ukrainian Footballer of
the Year, and took on the assistant manager's
role at FC Olimpik Donetsk before moving to
his current position.

The 41-year-old is also the manager of
Ukrainian Premier League side FC Olexandriya,
a job he was appointed to earlier this year.

“It is pleasing that
our players want
to play against the
strongest national
teams. This shows
that the guys are
confident in their
abilities - they are
not afraid to play
against anyone”
- Ruslan Rotan

HERO OF THE PAST

Artem Milevskyi

Striker Artem Milevskyi was named in the team
of the tournament after he helped Ukraine reach
the 2006 Under-21 final.

The Belarus-born player scored his country's
opening goal with a cheeky Panenka-style penalty
in a 2-1 win over the Netherlands.

He also scored the winning goal against
Denmark that ensured his country's progress to
the semi-finals.

Milevskyi —who went on to win 50 caps at senior
level, scoring eight times - spent the majority
of his career with Dynamo Kyiv and was twice
named Ukrainian Footballer of the Year, in 2008
and 2009.
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UKRAINIAN
ASSOCIATION
or FOOTBALL

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Yellow shirt, yellow shorts, yellow socks
Previous tournament best:
Runners-up (2006)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:

Dmytro Kryskiv (4)

Qualification:

Play-off winners

STAR SEARCH
Danylo Sikan
Shakhtar Donetsk forward Danylo Sikan
arrives at this tournament with a strong
pedigree.

A member of the Ukraine team that
won the 2019 FIFA U-20 World Cup, he
also picked up the Silver Boot in Poland
as his four goals helped his country reach
the final.

He made his debut for the Under-21s
in June 2019 and has already gone on
to make several appearances for the
senior side, scoring on his debut against
Kazakhstan in September 2021 after
coming on as a late substitute.

Sikan has continued to represent the
Under-21s and led the line during his
country's stunning 3-0 second-leg win
against Slovakia in the play-off for
this tournament.

Following loan
spells with Mariupol
and German
second-tier side
Hansa Rostock, he
made four UEFA
Champions League
appearances
last season after
returning to
Shakhtar for the
2022/23 campaign.

4



The experience of having won
the greatest prize in European
Under-21s football

“At the time | don't think |
really acknowledged how big an
achievement it was. Playing at
that level can be a springboard
for your whole career”

MARK HATELEY
England, 1984

“Wearing the Azzurri shirt is an amazing feelingand _* 1"
having the possibility to represent Italy at that age !
and show what you can do at such an important stage
gives you a huge sense of responsibility”

ANDREA PIRLO
Italy, 2000

28 | UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP GEORGIA - ROMANIA 2023

“Winning in 1980 was
unforgettable. We learned we
were a match for anybody, and
that belief led us to further
international success”

ANATOLIY DEMYANENKO
USSR, 1980

“For every professional, the first
trophy is unforgettable and I'm
no different. We were a tight-knit
group and that proved the key to
our success”

LAURENT BLANC
France, 1988
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PAST WINNERS

“We spoke before the game
and said how much we wanted

to be champions, and | told “After Belarus beat us [in the
the players that history only first group gamel | said to

remembers the winners” myself, 'We will either make
it all the way to the end or

MIROSLAV BERANEK q q
Czech Republic, 2002 we'll be out ImmedlatEly'.

Not many were betting on
us after the loss but we were
patient and it paid off"”

“It's been a great
experience.
We've grown as a
team during the
tournament.
It's a great feeling”

CLAUDIO GENTILE
Italy, 2004

“This is a moment
of pride. They [the
players] are very close
with each other and
| believe they have all
_of the characteristics
% | anyteam needs to
2T/ be successful at the

|1 highest level”

KLAAS-JAN HUNTELAAR
Netherlands, 2006

“It's like a
fairy tale and
it's incredible”

HAKAN ERICSON
Sweden, 2015

LUIS DE LA FUENTE
Spain, 2019
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GROUP C

== ENGLAND

AN INTRODUCTION...

oasting a squad brimming with talent, England are considered among the favourites to
B lift the trophy they last claimed almost 40 years ago.

The two-time winners may have struggled to make an impact in recent years - going
out in the group stage in the last two tournaments - but they look well placed to do better this
time around under the leadership of Lee Carsley.

They will be hoping to emulate their 1982 success, when a team featuring Gary Mabbutt,
Steve McMahon and Adrian Heath beat West Germany 5-4 over two legs in the final.

Dave Sexton was once again at the helm when the Three Lions retained the trophy two
years later, overcoming both France - 7-1 in the quarter-finals — and Italy before beating
Spain 3-0 on aggregate.

England reached the last four of the next two tournaments before a barren spell saw them
failing to qualify for five successive finals.

In 2007 a team including Gary Cahill, Ashley Young and James Milner reached the semis,
where they lost to the Netherlands on penalties, and they went one better at the next tournament
before falling 4-0 to Germany in the final.

A semi-final appearance in 2017, under manager Aidy Boothroyd, is as well as England have
done since then but few would bet against them going all the way on this occasion.
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THE LEADER

Lee Carsley

The England coach is well-versed in the
international game, having won 40 caps for the
Republic of Ireland, for whom he was eligible to
play through his grandmother's lineage.

Carsley is best remembered for his spells at
Derby County, the club he began his career with,
and Everton, where he made more than 150
appearances over six years.

The defensive midfielder also played for
Blackburn Rovers, Coventry City and Birmingham
City before hanging up his boots in 2011.

After moving into coaching, Carsley held youth
roles at various clubs including Manchester City,
Coventry, Brentford and Birmingham, and had
stints as first-team caretaker manager with the
latter three.

Carsley joined the England youth set-up as a
specialist coach in 2015 before being appointed
head coach of the Under-20s in 2020. He was
promoted to his current role in 2021, with former
England left-back Ashley Cole as his assistant.

HERO OF THE PAST

Mark Hateley

Target man Mark Hateley scored six goals in
the knockout stages as England retained their
European Under-21 title in 1984.

The Portsmouth striker - also a member of the

Three Lions' triumphant 1982 squad - grabbed
four goals in the 6-1 demolition of France in the
quarter-finals at Hillsborough, adding another in
the return leg for good measure.

England held a 1-0 lead going into the second
leg of the final against Spain in Sheffield, and it
was Hateley - the tournament's Golden Player
- who helped put the game out of reach with a
goal just after half-time.

His goalscoring exploits later earned him a
move to Italian giants AC Milan. Successful spells
at AS Monaco and Rangers would follow, as well
as 32 senior England caps.

“We have a great opportunity to help the
senior side by developing the best young
talent in this country while combining
that with the aim of being successful at
Under-21 level”

- Lee Carsley

ENGLAND

TheFA

FACTFILE

Home kit:

White shirt, blue shorts, white socks
Previous tournament best:
Winners (1982, 1984)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Folarin Balogun (6)

Qualification:

Group G winners

STAR SEARCH

Anthony Gordon

Anthony Gordon's big-money move from
Everton to Newcastle United was one of
the January window's most eye-catching
transfers in the Premier League.

%

: A
& J K ..

The exciting winger became the sixth
youngest player to appear for the Toffees'
first team when, aged 16
years and 286 days, he "y
came on as a substitute in a f‘}.
UEFA Europa League game - ?:"
against Apollon Limassol in v“
December 2017. A -

His breakthrough d
campaign, however,
came in 2021/22, when e
he claimed Everton'’s b \5
Players' Player of the
Year prize, in addition
to the Young Player of | Q
the Year award. .

Gordon received : \
his first call-up to the I
England Under-21 squad
that season and scored
twice on his debut,

a 3-1 win over the \;;"
Czech Republic, and i*\
he is sure to give

the opposition

plenty to worry 2

about in this .
tournament. M N

(s

©
~
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GROUP C

& GERMANY

AN INTRODUCTION...

eigning champions Germany are seeking to retain a trophy they have won on three
R previous occasions.

Those triumphs have all come in the past 14 years, with Germany's 4-0 triumph over
England in the 2009 final ushering in a period of sustained success at this level.

Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, defender Mats Hummels and midfielder Mesut Ozil were among
the players who played a part in that maiden win, and the trio who would also later be named
in UEFA's all-time best tournament XI.

A last-four appearance in 2015 was followed by more silverware two years later, when
Germany bounced back from a loss to Italy to reach the final, where they edged out Spain
thanks to a goal from Hertha Berlin full-back Mitchell Weiser.

The two finalists faced each other again in the 2019 showpiece but, on this occasion, Germany
fell to a 2-1 defeat despite having the tournament's top scorer Luca Waldschmidt in their ranks.

Two years ago, Stefan Kuntz's side overcame Denmark and the Netherlands to reach the
final once again, and this time their journey ended in celebration as Lukas Nmecha's goal gave
them a 1-0 win against Portugal.

Afourth final in a row would be a remarkable achievement but it is also a realistic ambition
for a squad containing the talents of AC Milan defender Malick Thiaw, Leipzig midfielder Tom
Krauss and Potsdam-born attacker Kevin Schade.
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THE LEADER

Antonio Di Salvo

Having been part of the coaching team that
guided Germany to glory in this tournament
on two occasions, Antonio Di Salvo was the
ideal man to turn to following the departure
of manager Stefan Kuntz in 2021.

A forward during his playing days, he began
his career with local club SC Paderborn and
was later part of the Bayern Munich squad that
won the 2000/01 Bundesliga title.

Di Salvo cut his coaching teeth with Bayern's
Under-17s before joining Germany's Under-
19s, with whom he became a European
champion in 2014 as part of their backroom
staff.

He then spent five years as Kuntz's right-
hand man for the Under-21s - helping to guide
Germany to European success in 2017 and
2021 - and was promoted to the top job after
Kuntz left to manage the Turkey national team.

“"We want to have
the ball, we want
to play up front
and create chances
on goal. Even in
qualification we
had a lot of shots
on goal and that
defines this team"
- Antonio Di Salvo

HERO OF THE PAST

Manuel Neuer

Regarded as one of the greatest goalkeepers in
the history of the game, Manuel Neuer was the
man between the sticks when Germany won this
tournament for the first time in 2009.

He kept clean sheets against Spain, Finland and
Italy on the way to the final, where his country
beat England 4-0. In 2015 he was included
in UEFA's all-time best XI from the previous
Under-21 tournaments.

Described as a ‘sweeper-keeper’, Neuer
currently captains both Bayern Munich and the
national side, for whom he won the World Cup
in 2014, and has amassed more than 100 caps.

By the start of this year he had collected 10
Bundesliga titles and two Champions League
winners' medals, and has been named the UEFA
Goalkeeper of the Year on five occasions.

GERMANY

@

N=

DEUTSCHER
FUSSBALL-BUND

il ) Dl g i WA

FACTFILE

Home kit:

White shirt, black shorts, white socks
Previous tournament best:
Winners (2009, 2017, 2021)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Jonathan Burkardt (7)
Qualification:

Group B winners

STAR SEARCH

Jonathan Burkardt

Captain Jonathan Burkardt scored

seven goals in qualifying as Germany

comfortably finished top of Group B.
The Mainz forward has found the back

of the net at a rate of one in every two

games for his country since making his

Under-21s debut in 2020.
He also scored a crucial extra-time goal

Germany went on to win this competition

last time out.

frame and likened to Bayern @

Munich legend Miroslav e

entire senior career so

far with Mainz, with ] ;

whom he made his |, s

Bundesliga debut \

against Denmark in the quarter-finals as

Blessed with a powerful
Klose, Burkardt has spent his  * ﬂﬂx 9
as an 18-year- A N &)
old during = N =)
the 2018/19 " | Q)T

campaign. \"":_-:-; ’J ""T_
It appears H

to only be S\

a matter 4§ A 2

of time w 5: %

before he ;

is called up
to Germany's =
senior squad - but he will
undoubtedly hope to do
so with another Under-21
winners' medal around his
neck.



GROUP C

CZECH
e REPUBLIC

AN INTRODUCTION...

ormer winners the Czech Republic are making their ninth appearance at this tournament.
F Previously part of Czechoslovakia, they made their competition bow as a separate
nation in 1996, when they reached the quarter-finals.

They made it all the way to the final four years later, when they narrowly lost 2-1 to Italy
after beating the Netherlands and Croatia along the way.

However, the Czechs went one better in 2002, when they recovered from a group stage
defeat by France to beat the same team in the final.

A squad containing goalkeeping legend Petr Cech, Liverpool forward Milan Baro3 and future
Wolfsburg midfielder Jan Polak recorded wins against Belgium and Italy en route to their
rematch with the French.

The sides couldn't be separated in 90 minutes or extra time, with neither team able to make
a breakthrough, so penalties were needed to find the winner - and it was Miroslav Beranek's
side that prevailed for a famous triumph.

The country has struggled to hit similar heights since then, although they reached the last
four in 2011 and have qualified for four of the past five tournaments.

Their key players on this occasion include Manchester United goalkeeper Matéj Kovar, Sparta
Prague’s Adam Karabec and his club mate and fellow midfielder Krystof Danék.
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THE LEADER

Jan Suchoparek

A member of the senior Czech squad which
finished runners-up at EURO '96, Jan
Suchoparek is a highly experienced coach at
youth level.

He took his first steps on the coaching
ladder 20 years ago with hometown club
Kladno, where he had ended his playing career.

The former Slavia Prague and Strasbourg
defender spent several years quiding the club's
youngsters before taking on the assistant
manager’s role at Dukla Prague, where he
helped the team win promotion to the Czech
top flight in 2011.

His country came calling in 2016, when he
was recruited to lead the Czech Republic's
Under-19s side, and he also had spells in
charge of the Under-18s before he was
promoted to his current role two years ago.

Suchoparek led the Czechs to this
tournament via the play-offs, where they
beat Iceland 2-1 on aggregate after finishing
runners-up to England in Group G.

"Our team is based
on co-operation
and team spirit, not
just on the pitch but
off it as well. And
| think this is what
got us to the EURO"

- Jan Suchoparek

HERO OF THE PAST

Petr Cech

Petr Cech was the Czech Republic’s hero as they
defeated France 3-1 on penalties to win the UEFA
European Under-21 Championship in 2002.

The goalkeeper's superb display ensured the
final finished goalless, and he made two more
saves in the penalty shoot-out to secure his side's
victory, earning a deserved Golden Player award
in the process.

Cech left Sparta Prague for Rennes that
summer before moving to Chelsea, where he
won four Premier League titles and the UEFA
Champions League during an illustrious 11-year
stay in west London.

Considered one of the finest custodians
in history, Cech'’s individual honours include
multiple Premier League Golden Glove awards
and being named Best European Goalkeeper on
four occasions.
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FACTFILE

Home kit:

Red shirt, navy shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:

Winners (2002)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:

Daniel Fila, Adam Karabec, Vaclav Sejk (4)
Qualification:

Play-off winners

STAR SEARCH
Adam Karabec
Hailed as the future of Czech football,
teenage playmaker Adam Karabec has
been turning heads since establishing
himself in the Sparta Prague midfield
over the past couple of years.

Tall and pacy, Karabec is a superb
passer and reader of the game. He is
capable of playing in several attacking
positions and many believe he is the
best midfield talent to emerge in the
country since former Arsenal star
Tomas Rosicky.

Karabec made his Under-21s
debut in 2020, registering an
assist against San Marino,
and scored four goals in
qualifying to help his team
reach the finals of this
competition.

This will be the
midfielder’s second
U21 tournament
and he will be a
key player if the
Czechs are to (
progress to the q‘
knockout stages. .




GROUP C

< ISRAEL

AN INTRODUCTION...

esilience was the key for Israel as they battled through qualification to earn a spot at
R their third UEFA European Under-21 Championship.
No player exemplified that fighting spirit more than goalkeeper Daniel Peretz.

Israel had finished second in Group B behind a powerful Germany side and a point ahead of
Poland, and they were paired with the Republic of Ireland in the play-offs.

It was always likely to be a tight affair and Peretz was kept busy in the first leg in Dublin,
making several fantastic saves as Idan Gorno's header helped to earn a 1-1 draw despite Stav
Lemkin being sent off in the second half.

The second leg in Tel Aviv was even more tense and a superb late save from Peretz ensured
the game ended goalless and went beyond extra time and into penalties.

Peretz would come to the fore again. Not only did he make three saves in the shoot-out,
he expertly converted Israel's second kick as the home side claimed victory and sparked huge
celebrations.

Peretz isn't the only high-class performer in the Israel side and he will hope with the likes
of forward Liel Abada, midfielder Ido Sharah and experienced captain Gil Cohen in the squad,
Guy Luzon's side can make a big impression in the finals.

Israel's only other appearances at the UEFA European Under-21 Championship final
tournament came as hosts in 2013, and in the Netherlands in 2007.
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THE LEADER

Guy Luzon

Guy Luzon only took over as his country's
Under-21s coach a year ago but his experience
in Israeli football is vast.

This is Luzon's second spell in charge of the
team, having also led them into the 2013 UEFA
European Under-21 Championship, where they
beat England but failed to progress from their
group.

This time around he succeeded Alon Hazan,
who was appointed coach of the senior Israel
team, and Luzon guided the Under-21s
through the latter stages of their qualifying
group, including a play-off victory over the
Republic of Ireland.

Luzon's coaching career began early, having
been forced to retire as a player through injury
at the age of 21. By the age of 26 he was coach
of Maccabi Petah Tikva and he's since taken
charge of several sides in Israel, as well as
Standard Liége and Charlton Athletic.

“This is a wonderful
opportunity
to show the
progress of Israeli
football. We will
do everything to
represent ourselves
honourably”
- Guy Luzon

HERO OF THE PAST
Nir Bitton
Former SC Ashdod and Celtic star Nir Bitton

captained Israel the last time they played at an
Under-21 finals.

Bitton, who can operate as a defender or
midfielder, actually scored his country’s first goal
in that 2013 tournament from the penalty spot
as they opened with a 2-2 draw against Norway.

Bitton was at the heart of midfield as Israel
overcame England 1-0, but a defeat by Italy in
between resulted in the hosts bowing out.

Bitton has enjoyed a fabulous career, including
winning eight Scottish Premiership titles with
Celtic, and remains a full international, having
made his debut in 2010.

He now plays for Maccabi Tel Aviv.
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Home kit:

Light blue shirt, light blue shorts,
light blue socks

Previous tournament best:
Group stage (2007, 2013)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Omri Gandelman (3)
Qualification:

Play-off winners

STAR SEARCH

Liel Abada

There were lots of changes to Israel’s
team as their qualification period unfolded
but there can be no doubt that one of
their most important players is Liel Abada.

The forward scored a vital goalin a 2-2
draw with Poland that ultimately helped
to secure second spot in the group - and
Abada was one of the first names on the
team sheet for the crucial play-off second
leg with the Republic of Ireland.

Abada is an exciting and powerful
player who can operate as a forward or
winger, and began his professional career
with Maccabi Petah Tikva before moving
to Celtic in 2021.

He scored on his Celtic debut in a
UEFA Champions League qualifier against
Midtjylland and at the end of his first
season was named PFA Scotland Young
Player of the Year.

He earned his first senior Israel cap
against Montenegro in June 2021.




GROUP D

) FRANCE

AN INTRODUCTION...

t is 35 years since France won their first — and so far only — UEFA European Under-21
I Championship.

Laurent Blanc and Eric Cantona were among the young stars who shone for Les Bleus as
they beat Italy and England en route to a final showdown against Greece. After a goalless draw
in Athens, Franck Sauzée's brace helped ease France to a 3-0 victory in Besangon.

The country's best performance afterwards came under Raymond Domenech in 2002.
Defender Jean-Alain Boumsong — who would play for Newcastle United and Juventus - and
Fulham midfielder Steed Malbranque were part of the squad that overcame Belgium and
Switzerland on the way to the final, where they fell to a penalty shoot-out defeat against the
Czech Republic.

There have been two semi-final appearances since then, the most recent being in 2019,
when Spain ended their first foray in the tournament for 13 years.

France reached the quarter-finals last time out, going out to the Netherlands, and in the
years they have qualified they have never failed to progress from the group stage since that
round’s introduction at the start of the century.

They reached this tournament following an unbeaten qualification campaign and, with a
squad featuring the likes of Leeds goalkeeper Illan Meslier, AC Milan defender Pierre Kalulu
and Rennes striker Amine Gouiri, they will have every confidence they can reach the latter
stages once again.
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THE LEADER

Sylvain Ripoll

Sylvain Ripoll is overseeing his third EURO
campaign since taking the helm of France's
Under-21s side in 2017.

The former midfielder, who spent almost
the entirety of his playing days with Rennes
and Lorient, began his managerial career with
the latter club in 2014.

He departed the Ligue 1 side two years later
before being appointed to his current position.
He quided Les Bleus to the last four of this
tournament in 2019 and to the quarter-finals
two years ago, and he was also in charge of
France's Olympic football team in Tokyo.

Following the successful qualification
campaign for this tournament, during which
France won eight games and drew twice to
finish ahead of Ukraine in Group H, the French
Football Federation showed its faith in Ripoll
by extending his contract.

“Almost every
squad can rely on
some extremely
talented players.
Being able to play
like a real team is
what can allow you
to go all the way in
a tournament like
this one"

- Sylvain Ripoll

HERO OF THE PAST

Laurent Blanc

Originally an attacking midfielder before becoming
one of the classiest defenders of his generation,
Laurent Blanc was a revelation as France won the

1988 UEFA European Under-21 Championship.

Although he was missing from the goalless
first leg of the final against Greece, he proved
an inspirational figure as his side won the return
fixture 3-0 in Besangon, and his displays in the
competition were recognised as he was named
the tournament'’s best player.

He would go on to gain 97 senior caps for
France, winning the 1998 FIFA World Cup and
the 2000 UEFA European Championship, during
a stellar playing career that also included league
title wins with Manchester United and Auxerre.

Blanc has also enjoyed success as a coach,
winning the Ligue 1 title with Bordeaux and Paris
Saint-Germain, and he managed the national
team from 2010 until 2012.

UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CH/

FRANCE

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Blue shirt, white shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:
Winners (1988)

Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Amine Gouiri (5)

Qualification:

Group H winners

STAR SEARCH
Amine Gouiri
France's top scorer in their qualification
campaign, Amine Gouiri certainly knows
where the back of the net is.

He has proven to be a prolific
marksman at youth level especially,
with his seven goals at the 2017 UEFA
European Under-17 Championship
earning him the tournament's Golden
Boot, and he added another five at the
U-17 World Cup in India that year.

After starting his career at Lyon,
the striker joined fellow
Ligue 1 side Nice in
2020 and scored
two goals on his
competitive debut
for the club.

The goals
continued to
flow at a rate of
one every three games over
the next couple of years,
prompting Rennes to move in
for his signature last summer,
and five strikes during the
campaign to qualify for
this tournament show the
continued danger he poses
in front of goal.




GROUP D

AN INTRODUCTION...

he only nation to win this competition three times in a row, Italy share the overall record
I of five titles with Spain.
These successes all came in a stunning 12-year period when the Azzurrini established
near-total dominance of European under-21 football.

Cesare Maldini - father of the great Paolo - was the man at the helm as Italy triumphed in
1992, 1994 and 1996, beating Sweden, Portugal and Spain in each of those finals.

Goalkeeping icon Gianluigi Buffon, Ballon d'Or-winning defender Fabio Cannavaro and
Roma legend Francesco Totti were among the heroes who shone for Italy during this period.

The country failed to qualify in 1998 but they made up for it two years later by reclaiming
their crown with the assistance of the tournament's best player, Andrea Pirlo, who scored both
their goals as they edged the Czech Republic 2-1 in the final.

Italy's most recent success was in 2004, when a squad containing future Juventus defender
Andrea Barzagli, Roma midfielder Daniele De Rossi and Golden Boot winner Alberto Gilardino
overcame Serbia and Montenegro 3-0 in the decider.

It is a decade since Italy last reached the final, though with the likes of Atalanta goalkeeper
Marco Carnesecchi, Nice centre-back Mattia Viti and Juventus midfielder Nicold Rovella in
their ranks, they will certainly be strong contenders on this occasion.
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THE LEADER

Paolo Nicolato

Head coach Paolo Nicolato returns for another
crack at securing a record-breaking sixth
European title for Italy.

Though he never played professionally, the
56-year-old has enjoyed a lengthy coaching
career which has mainly focused on youth
football.

He spent 20 years in various capacities at
Chievo before brief spells in charge of lower-
league side Lumezzane, and has worked
his way up the national set-up since being
appointed Under-18s head coach in 2016.

Nicolato went on to guide the Under-19s
to the European Championship final and the
Under-20s to the World Cup semis before
being promoted to his current position four
years ago.

He will be hoping to better Italy's
performance at this tournament in 2021,
when his side were knocked out by Portugal
in the last eight.

“It's a team that
has courage, that
tries to keep a
bit of dominance
of the game, and
it's a team that
generally has a
good technique”
- Paolo Nicolato

HERO OF THE PAST
Alberto Gilardino
Parma forward Alberto Gilardino was the

tournament'’s joint-top scorer as Italy won their
fifth title in 2004.

He was relatively quiet in the group stage,
scoring once as the Azzurrini recovered from
losing their opening match to Belarus to qualify
for the semi-finals as Group A winners.

However, he exploded into life against Portugal,
scoring the first goal and swiftly making the
second for Giampiero Pinzi before capping a 3-1
victory with Italy's third near the end. In the final
he completed a 3-0 victory in the 84th minute.

He later enjoyed UEFA Champions League
glory with AC Milan, claimed more than 50 senior
caps for Italy, and won the World Cup in 2006.
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Home kit:

Blue shirt, white shorts, blue socks
Previous tournament best:

Winners (1992, 1994, 1996, 2000, 2004)
Top goalscorer in qualifying:

Nicolo Rovella (3)

Qualification:

Group F winners

STAR SEARCH
Mattia Viti
Inspired by defensive greats Sergio
Ramos and Paolo Maldini, Mattia Viti
is a left-footed centre-back who isn't
afraid to carry the ball forward when the
opportunity presents itself.

Having come through the youth system
at Empoli, whom he joined at eight years
old, Viti broke into the Tuscan club’s
senior team during their Serie B-winning
campaign in 2020/21.

He gained a reputation as one
of Italy’s most promising young
defenders the following season
as he helped his side retain their
place in the top flight, which
prompted Ligue 1 club Nice
to pay a substantial fee
for his services last
summer.

Viti  first
represented lItaly
at youth level in
2017 and made
his Under-21s debut
last year, since when
he has established
himself as a mainstay
in Paolo Nicolato's side.




GROUP D

¢) SWITZERLAND

AN INTRODUCTION...

witzerland come into this tournament hoping they have a crop of players that might
S one day be compared to the Swiss Under-21 squad of 2011.

Twelve years ago Switzerland came the closest they have ever come to carrying
home the impressive trophy after a fantastic showing where they didn’t concede a goal until
the final, before being defeated by a brilliant Spain side.

One look at the Swiss squad from that tournament provides a few clues as to why they did
so well. With Yann Sommer in goal, Timm Klose marshalling the defence, Granit Xhaka and
Xherdan Shagqiri in midfield, and Fabian Frei and Admir Mehmedi providing the threat up front,
they had a squad full of players who would go on to have marvellous careers in the game.

That team aside, 2002 was the only other time Switzerland had realistic expectations of
going all the way, before they lost out at the semi-final stage.

To reach these finals Switzerland finished second in Group E, but qualified as the best
performing runners-up with Zeki Amdouni their chief goal threat with six goals in 10 games.

Amdouni isn't the only player to look out for, though, with Basel's Dan Ndoye a real handful
up front, while midfielder Alexandre Jankewitz has a lot of experience at this level.

If they finish this tournament being compared to the class of 2011, Switzerland will have
had a great tournament.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Semi-finals
Group stage
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Runners-up
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Group stage




THE LEADER

Patrick Rahmen

You could say that Patrick Rahmen has football
- Swiss football in particular - in his blood.

The current Switzerland Under-21s coach
took over from Mauro Lustrinelli following the
qualifying campaign for this tournament - and
he seems the ideal appointment, having had
so much experience of youth football, both in
and outside of his home nation.

Rahmen's father, Bruno, had a successful
playing spell with Basel and later went on to
manage the club, and that is where his son
spent the early years of his own career, making
his debut in 1988.

As his playing days came to an end, he
took a player-coach role at SC Dornach and
went on to develop his coaching credentials
at Hamburg in Germany, then FC Luzern and
FC Aarau back in Switzerland, before working
at Basel, his final stop before his current role.

“Individual
performances
will be important,
but the team as
a whole will be
decisive - we will
need a team that
is in top form and
highly motivated”

- Patrick Rahmen

HERO OF THE PAST

Xherdan Shagqiri

A league title winner in three countries and two-
time UEFA Champions League winner, there
can be no doubt that Xherdan Shaqiri has had
a fantastic career.

The stocky and supremely talented attacker
made a big statement on the international stage at
the 2011 UEFA European Under-21 Championship
where he scored the winner against Denmark as
Switzerland went on to top their group, then beat
the Czech Republic in the semi-final before losing
out to Spain in the final.

Shaqiri was named in the team of the
tournament but by that stage he was already a
full international, having made the squad for the
2010 FIFA World Cup.

He now has well over 100 caps for his country.
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SWITZERLAND

FACTFILE

Home kit:

Red shirt, red shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:
Runners-up (2011)
Top goalscorer in qualifying:
Zeki Amdouni (6)
Qualification:

Best runners-up

STAR SEARCH
Kastriot Imeri
Midfielder Kastriot Imeri has been around
the Swiss national youth teams for many
years and his emergence as one of his
country's outstanding talents will surprise
no-one in their camp.

He was only 16 when he played his first
professional match for Servette in 2017,
scored his first goal the following year
and helped his club gain promotion to
the Swiss top flight in 2018/19.

Last summer he moved on to
Young Boys and his progress
has been such that he made
his senior international
debut against Italy in
2021.

Often deployed
in an advanced
midfield role
for the Under-
21s, he
scored
two vital
goals
in qualifying. The first came in a
1-0 win in Bulgaria and the other
earned a point in @ 1-1 draw in
Moldova that helped his side
qualify as the best runners-up.
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AN INTRODUCTION...

hey have had a few years in the UEFA European Under-21 Championship wilderness but
I now Norway are back and ready to show they can compete at these finals once again.
The 2013 edition in Israel is the last time Norway made it to the finals, though they

gave a good account of themselves and reached the semi-finals in Israel.

Draws with the home nation and Italy sandwiched a tremendous 3-1 win over England and
qualified them for the last four where they ran into eventual champions Spain and lost 3-0.

Before that, Norway fans had to go back to 1998 to see their Under-21s involved in the
latter stages of the tournament.

On that occasion a Steffen Iversen goal gave them a quarter-final victory over Sweden.
Spain proved to be too strong once again in the semi-finals, though Norway did overcome the
Netherlands in the third-place play-off.

Sadly, seeing Norway involved in the finals of this tournament hasn't been a reqular enough
occurrence in recent years and coach Leif Gunnar Smerud said: “We've tried for many years,
so it's really nice to get to finally be part of the draw and the upcoming tournament.”

Excitement can now build thanks to a qualifying campaign that saw them top a strong Group
A, two points ahead of Croatig, finishing with three wins on the bounce as Jergen Larsen top-
scored with six goals.
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2007
2009
2011
2013
2015
2017
2019
2021

Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify

Third place
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify

SEMEIES
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify
Did not qualify




THE LEADER

Leif Gunnar Smerud

Leif Gunnar Smerud has made history by
becoming only the third coach to lead Norway to
a UEFA European Under-21 Championship finals
following the good work of Nils Johan Sembe in
1998 and Tor Ole Skullerud in 2013.

Smerud's side needed to win their last three
qualifying games to make it to these finals, and
that's exactly what they did.

On a personal level, the road to qualification
has been a long one. Smerud was appointed as
Norway Under-21s coach in 2014 and it has taken
until now to make it to a finals.

His first head coach position came in 2011
after he'd had to retire from playing at the age of
28. By then he had already been assistant coach
of Norway's women's team as they reached the
semi-finals of UEFA Women's EURO 2009.

“We have an
exciting generation
coming through
in Norway, and
it's very cool
that we get to
test ourselves at
this level against
the very best in
Europe”

- Leif Gunnar Smerud

HERO OF THE PAST
Steffen lversen

The first time Norway made a major impression at
an Under-21 finals back in 1998, Steffen Iversen
was at the heart of their attack.

First, he helped his country to finish top of their
qualifying group, two points ahead of France.

In their first knockout matc