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Welcome to the UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship finals in 
Hungary and Slovenia!

This competition has proved its worth over the 
years as a privileged stage for Europe’s talented 
young players. It is always a valuable occasion 
for observers of the game to watch the potential 
stars of tomorrow in action at a crucial stage in 
their development.

Sixteen teams set out in the group stage in 
March, and the eight teams that emerged as 
the winners and runners-up of their respective 
groups feature in the knockout stage. The quality 
of the teams promises a final phase that will be 
packed with drama and entertainment.

I would like to thank the Hungarian Football 
Federation and Football Association of Slovenia 
for their outstanding and professional work in 
organising the event, which I am sure will be 
remembered for many years to come.

Enjoy the action – may the best team win!        

Üdvözlök mindenkit az UEFA U21-es 
Európa-bajnokságon, Magyarországon 
és Szlovéniában!

Az évek során bebizonyosodott, hogy ez a 
torna kiemelkedő lehetőséget jelent Európa 
tehetséges fiatal játékosainak, míg az Eb-
mérkőzéseket követő szurkolóknak remek 
alkalom arra, hogy akció közben láthassák a 
jövő sztárjait, a fejlődésük döntő szakaszában.

A márciusi csoportkörben tizenhat csapat 
versengett egymással, közülük nyolcan, a 
csoportgyőztesek és második helyezettek jutottak 
az egyenes kiesés szakaszba. A válogatottak 
minősége azt ígéri, hogy a következő mérkőzések 
igen szórakoztatóak, és fordulatosak lesznek.

Szeretném megköszönni a magyar és a 
szlovén labdarúgó-szövetségnek az esemény 
megszervezésében nyújtott kiemelkedő és 
professzionális munkát. Biztos vagyok benne, 
hogy erre az Eb-re még sok év múlva is emlékezni 
fogunk!

Élvezzék a mérkőzéseket – győzzön a legjobb 
csapat!

Dobrodošli na zaključnem delu UEFA 
Evropskega prvenstva do 21 let na 
Madžarskem in v Sloveniji.

Tekmovanja, ki se je skozi leta oblikovalo v 
najprepoznavnejši oder za najbolj talentirane 
mlade nogometaše v Evropi in je neprecenljiva 
izkušnja za vse opazovalce, ki spremljajo 
zvezdnike prihodnosti v tako pomembnem 
trenutku njihovega razvoja.

Šestnajst reprezentanc je začelo v marčevskem 
skupinskem delu, v zaključnem delu je ostalo 
osem tistih, ki so osvojili prvo ali drugo mesto v 
svoji skupini. Kakovost teh reprezentanc obljublja 
zaključni del poln nogometnih užitkov.

Rad bi se zahvalil Madžarski nogometni zvezi 
in Nogometni zvezi Slovenije za kakovostno 
in odlično delo pri organizaciji prvenstva, 
za katerega sem prepričan, da se ga bomo 
spominjali še mnogo let.

Zato uživajte v nogometu – naj zmagajo 
najboljši!

Aleksander 
Čeferin

UEFA President
UEFA-elnök

Predsednik UEFA



UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP HUNGARY - SLOVENIA 2021  |  05

Magyarország és személy szerint én is büszke 
vagyok arra, hogy az elmúlt időszakban számos 
kiemelkedő labdarúgó-eseményt hoztunk 
hazánkba. Köszönhető ez elsősorban az 
elmúlt tíz esztendőben lezajlott infrastruktúra-
fejlesztésnek, a szervezői tapasztalatnak és 
elhivatottságnak, illetve az UEFA bizalmának.

A férfi U21-es Európa-bajnokság első 
szakaszát, a csoportmérkőzéseket kihívásokkal teli 
időszakban rendeztük meg szlovén barátainkkal 
közösen. A résztvevő, és különösen a csoportokból 
továbbjutó csapatok magas színvonalú játéka 
komoly élményt jelentett a labdarúgás 
szerelmesei számára, akik nagy egyéniségeket 
ismerhettek meg!

A folytatásban azt kívánom, legyünk részesei 
kiemelkedő futballélményeknek, és egyben azt 
is, vendégeink ismerjék meg az eddiginél jobban 
hazánk adottságait, értékeit! 

Csányi Sándor, 
a Magyar Labdarúgó Szövetség elnöke

Hungary and I are proud to have hosted 
many outstanding football events recently. 
This has been possible due to infrastructure 
development over the past decade, the 
organisers’ experience and commitment, and 
UEFA’s trust.

The group stage of the men’s European 
Under-21 Championship was held with our 
Slovenian friends during a challenging period, 
but it was great to experience the high quality of 
the teams, especially those who have reached the 
knockout phase, and to discover some exciting 
new talent. 

Now, I hope many more memorable moments 
will be created, and our guests will learn more 
about our country’s treasures and values.

Sándor Csányi, 
President, Hungarian Football Federation

It is a great honour to be able to welcome you 
to the knockout stage of the UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship, where eight teams 
are competing to become the best in Europe. 
I am happy that we will crown the champions 
in Ljubljana on 6 June – major recognition for 
our capital and our country.

We are extremely proud that we have organised 
the largest Under-21 tournament to date, as this 
is the first time that the finals have featured 16 
teams.

We are looking forward to some top-quality 
football in the knockout stages. I wish all the 
participants the best of luck – and may the best 
team lift the prestigious trophy.

Radenko Mijatović
President, Football Association of Slovenia

V veliko čast in posebno zadovoljstvo mi je, 
da vas lahko pozdravim na zaključnem delu 
UEFA Evropskega prvenstva do 21 let, kjer 
se bo osem najboljših reprezentanc borilo za 
naslov evropskega prvaka. Slednjega bomo 
dobili na finalni tekmi 6. junija v Ljubljani, kar 
je veliko priznanje za naše glavno mesto in 
državo.

Izjemno smo ponosni, da smo organizirali 
največje evropsko prvenstvo do 21 let doslej. Prvič 
je namreč na zaključnem prvenstvu nastopilo 16 
reprezentanc.

V dosedanjem delu tekmovanja smo videli 
odlične tekme, ogromno število talentiranih 
mladih nogometašev in veliko lepih potez.

Verjamem, da bomo tudi v zaključnem delu 
prvenstva videli prave nogometne poslastice, zato 
vsem udeležencem želim veliko športne sreče in 
naj pokal zmagovalca dvigne najboljši med vami.

Radenko Mijatović
Predsednik Nogometne zveze Slovenije

Üdvözlöm Önöket 
Magyarországon!

Welcome to 
Hungary!

Welcome!

Dobrodošli!

AIR POLLUTION
IS A THREAT.

TO YOUR HEALTH 
AND TO YOUR 
GAME.

Play your part 
and take a step!
uefa.count-us-in.org
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Five-star performance
It’s a picture of unconfined joy after Spain claimed the 
Under-21 title for the fifth time, beating Germany in the 
final two years ago in Udine, Italy
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A TOBACCO-FREE TOURNAMENT
A no-smoking policy is in operation at the 
2021 UEFA Under-21 Championship. Thank 
you for respecting the no-smoking policy and 
enjoy the games.

100 % SUV 100 % electric
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Vehicle shown may deviate from the actual series product.

volkswagen.com



 UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP HUNGARY - SLOVENIA 2021  |  1110  |  UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP HUNGARY - SLOVENIA 2021

STANDING 
TALL

Jan Oblak and Péter Gulácsi have a lot in common. 
They are both top-class goalkeepers playing for big 

clubs in some of Europe's top competitions. 
They are also ambassadors for this 

UEFA European Under-21 Championship and very 
proud that their countries get to play host...
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"We are proud and happy that these 
young players have an opportunity 

to play in Slovenia" – Jan Oblak

hand with a big competition. For all the players participating it’s 
a huge experience for their futures.

Will the fact that your team has been a host nation and 
that they have been playing at home help?

PG: Yes, I think it will. The fact that we have played at home, in a 
familiar environment and that we have experienced the feeling 
that we’re at home is a plus in itself.

I hope we’ll be able to take advantage of that in the future. 
Like I said before, not many players can experience this. Even 
though this is a youth tournament, it’s the final step before 
playing in a senior tournament. So here we’re talking about 
professional players. I hope the boys have enjoyed it and they’ll 
make good use of the experience.

Has the fact that Slovenia is a host helped the Slovenian 
players? 

JO: Absolutely, playing at home is an advantage. Whatever 
happened, playing at home, playing in Slovenia, gives you that 
something extra and makes everything a bit easier. 

I believe they performed well.

How proud are you that Hungary is one of the host 
countries?

Péter Gulácsi: I'm very proud because I’ve also taken part in 
several age-group tournaments. I’ve not had the chance to play 
in a home tournament but I can imagine how it is.

Very few players get the opportunity to compete on home soil 
in a big competition. For us to be able to host EURO 2020 also is 
a big achievement.

This shows the progress Hungarian football is making.

How proud are you that Slovenia is one of the host 
countries?

Jan Oblak: Of course, as a Slovenian national team player, I 
am very proud that such a big tournament for young players, 
players under 21, can be played in Slovenia and I am certain that 
only a few years ago nobody imagined something like this could 
happen. 

Certainly, this is the biggest competition that Slovenia has 
ever organised. We are proud and happy that these young 
players have an opportunity to play in Slovenia.

The Hungary Under-21 team has been able to measure 
itself against the best youngsters out there. How 
important is that?

PG: It's very important, because we’re constantly talking about 
trying to raise Hungarian football to a higher level and continue 
this development that other countries are achieving.

This is a very good opportunity to see where we’re at and 
experience the pressure and the tense situations that go hand in 

Péter Gulácsi and 
(inset) Jan Oblak

What do you hope your legacy will be after the 
tournament?

PG: In a youth tournament the question is always: Is it better to 
be a good team or for some players to be able to progress to the 
senior team? I think at Under-21 level both are important.
Being a good team is definitely an important thing in terms of 
long-term goals. But it's equally important that the players who 
are good in the team move forward and develop step by step, 
and if this tournament helps them to get one step further, then 
the tournament has achieved its purpose.

The goal is for the Hungarian national team to be successful, 
and if this tournament can help achieve that, then we can 
definitely benefit from it.

When we’re discussing playing for youth national teams, 
what are your memories of this period in your career? 
Does something stand out?

JO: It was always a great experience playing for the Slovenia 
Under-21 team. There was always a good atmosphere. What 
stands out the most in my mind is that I made my debut at the 
age of 16. I started playing for the Under-21s at 16 and spent 
quite some years there before I was called up to the senior 
national team. That’s why I have really nice memories of that 
era. 

Unfortunately, I never had an opportunity to play at the 
European Championship with Slovenia so these guys can be over 
the moon they got this chance and I believe they did everything 
to show everybody that the Slovenians are a football nation and 
that we can achieve big things.

Many of Europe's most 
talented youngsters
have had the chance to
showcase their ability in 
the tournament so far
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"These players can show people 
what they're about by playing well 

and this way they can draw top 
European clubs' attention to them"

– Péter Gulácsi

You’ve also taken part in youth tournaments such as 
the Under-19 EURO in the Czech Republic and the U-20 
World Cup. What are your best memories from these 
tournaments?

PG: By finishing in third place at the Under-19 EURO we 
qualified for the U-20 World Cup, and there we managed to 
get a sensational result by finishing third. It's been 12 years 
since then. And to this day, this is a thing that we’re very proud 
of, and this was only a youth tournament. Many people said 
that this group of players could go on to be successful with the 
Hungarian senior team as well.

This success went on to have repercussions in the Hungarian 
senior national team, with the team qualifying for two EUROs. 
That would be the goal with this EURO as well.

These players can show people what they’re about by playing 
well and this way they can draw top European clubs’ attention 
to them.

For me this U-20 World Cup is an experience that will stay 
with me forever and I'm very proud of having been a part of it 
and finishing in third place.

Hungary had some huge wins during that period at that 
level, defeating Spain and Italy...

PG: Yes, that’s right. We beat Spain in the group stages of the 
EURO and we beat Italy after extra time in the World Cup, and 
we went on to win the third-place play-off on penalties. For a 
goalkeeper it will always be memorable.

Thank God I managed to save three penalties – that was an 
unforgettable experience for me. 

Hosting an Under-21 tournament is very similar to a senior 
tournament. If we look at the stadiums it's almost like in a 
senior tournament. In Egypt we were playing in full stadiums. 
There were more than 50,000 people in the stadium, so that 
was really like an introduction to senior football and being able 
to experience this brought a lot to my career as well.
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NAJBOLJ 
PRIPRAVLJENA 
SPLETNA 
VADBA 

Vklopite se od 
doma in zamigajte 
s priznano fitnes 
trenerko Saro 
Tatalovič popolnoma 
brezplačno in takrat,  
ko vam to najbolj 
ustreza.

Nazaj v formo  
s Saro

 @mercatorslovenija 
msoseska.tv
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GROUP STAGE ACTION

↳

????????

Results, tables, pictures and the story from A to D of a 
pulsating group phase at the end of March

Story of the group stage

Matchday 1: Hungary 0 Germany 3

Matchday 1: Romania 1 Netherlands 1

Matchday 2: Hungary 1 Romania 2

Matchday 2: Germany 1 Netherlands 1

Matchday 3: Netherlands 6 Hungary 1

Matchday 3: Germany 0 Romania 0

Matchday 1: Czech Republic 1 Italy 1

Matchday 1: Slovenia 0 Spain 3

Matchday 2: Slovenia 1 Czech Republic 1

Matchday 2: Spain 0 Italy 0

Matchday 3: Spain 2 Czech Republic 0

Matchday 3: Italy 4 Slovenia 0

Matchday 1: Russia 4 Iceland 1

Matchday 1: France 0 Denmark 1

Matchday 2: Iceland 0 Denmark 2

Matchday 2: Russia 0 France 2

Matchday 3: Iceland 0 France 2

Matchday 3: Denmark 3 Russia 0

Matchday 1: England 0 Switzerland 1

Matchday 1: Portugal 1 Croatia 0

Matchday 2: Croatia 3 Switzerland 2

Matchday 2: Portugal 2 England 0

Matchday 3: Croatia 1 England 2

Matchday 3: Switzerland 0 Portugal 3

Group A
Played Won Drawn Lost For Against +/- Points

Netherlands 3 1 2 0 8 3 5 5

Germany 3 1 2 0 4 1 3 5

Romania 3 1 2 0 3 2 1 5

Hungary 3 0 0 3 2 11 -9 0

Group B
Played Won Drawn Lost For Against +/- Points

Spain 3 2 1 0 5 0 5 7

Italy 3 1 2 0 5 1 4 5

Czech Republic 3 0 2 1 2 4 -2 2

Slovenia 3 0 1 2 1 8 -7 1

Group C
Played Won Drawn Lost For Against +/- Points

Denmark 3 3 0 0 6 0 6 9

France 3 2 0 1 4 1 3 6

Russia 3 1 0 2 4 6 -2 3

Iceland 3 0 0 3 1 8 -7 0

Group D
Played Won Drawn Lost For Against +/- Points

Portugal 3 3 0 0 6 0 6 9

Croatia 3 1 0 2 4 5 -1 3

Switzerland 3 1 0 2 3 6 -3 3

England 3 1 0 2 2 4 -2 3

Visit worldfi rst.com/uefa 

At WorldFirst, we make international business 
payments easy. And when it feels easy to collect, 
send and receive business payments worldwide...
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is authorised by De Netherlandsche Bank (“DNB”) as an Electronic Money Institution under the Electronic Money Regulations 2011. Our DNB Firm Reference number is R161090.
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GROUP A
GROUP STAGE GROUP A

ROMANIA LOSE OUT IN 
THREE-WAY CONTEST
 
A comprehensive victory on matchday three saw the 
Netherlands finish top of a group that ended up being a 
three-way battle with Germany and Romania.

All three teams ended unbeaten with five points each but 
Romania were the unlucky team that finished third and failed to 
qualify for the knockout stages.

While Germany and Romania played out a goalless, yet eventful, 
draw in their final group game with both sides striking the frame 
of the goal, the Netherlands put in a commanding performance 
to beat Hungary 6-1.

Considering there were so many goals, it took until the 42nd 
minute for Dani de Wit to open the scoring and give the Dutch a 
one-goal half-time lead.

The second half was a different matter though. Despite Bendegúz 
Bolla's penalty giving the Hungarians a glimmer of hope, further 

ROMANIA 1
NETHERLANDS 1

GERMANY 1
NETHERLANDS 1

HUNGARY 0
GERMANY 3

HUNGARY 1
ROMANIA 2

NETHERLANDS 6
HUNGARY 1

efforts from Myron Boadu, Sven Botman, Brian Brobbey and a 
double from Cody Gakpo saw the Netherlands leap to first place 
in the group.

Germany had got their campaign off to a flying start with a 
comprehensive 3-0 win over Hungary with midfielder Bote Baku 
on target twice after Lukas Nmecha had opened the scoring with 
a header.

It was honours even in the other matchday one encounter. Perr 
Schuurs headed the Netherlands into the lead against Romania but 
a brilliant free-kick from Andrei Ciobanu ensured the sides ended 
with a point apiece.

Hosts Hungary became the first team to be eliminated from the 
competition after losing their second match, this time to Romania, 
despite taking a second-half lead through András Csonka. Alexandru 
Măţan and Alexandru Paşcanu did the damage for Adrian Mutu's 
youngsters.

In a tight group, the other matchday two game saw Justin Kluivert 
give the Netherlands the lead against Germany, an advantage they 
held until the 84th minute when Nmecha tapped in to equalise with 
his second of the tournament.

GERMANY 0 
ROMANIA 0
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GROUP B
GROUP STAGE GROUP B

THOROUGHBREDS TAKE 
CHARGE TO PROGRESS
 
The Czech Republic and joint-hosts Slovenia bowed out of 
the competition as the strength and skill of Spain and Italy 
saw them through.

With ten tournament wins between them, the Spanish and Italian 
camps will believe they have the tools to go all the way as the 
knockout rounds take shape.

The first two matchdays in Group B produced only one win with 
draws in the other three fixtures.

It was Spain that broke the mould with a 3-0 victory over Slovenia 
to kick off their group campaign.

The hosts held out until the 53rd minute when Javier Puado 
volleyed home to break the deadlock – a goal that was followed a 
minute later by a Gonzalo Villar strike. Juan Miranda added gloss 
to the scoreline in the final minutes.

Both goalkeepers were on form in the other matchday one 

SLOVENIA 1
CZECH REPUBLIC 1

SPAIN 0
ITALY 0

CZECH REPUBLIC 1
ITALY 1

SLOVENIA 0
SPAIN 3

ITALY 4
SLOVENIA 0

clash between Italy and the Czech Republic. An eventful match 
saw two Italians dismissed in the final 10 minutes despite Gianluca 
Scamacca having given Paolo Nicolato's side a first-half lead. A 
Giulio Maggiore own goal levelled matters before the late drama 
but the Czechs couldn't force a crucial winner.

Aljoša Matko was on the mark to open Slovenia's goalscoring 
account in their second match, this time against the Czech Republic, 
only for a Nik Prelec own goal to make it 1-1 with four minutes 
remaining.

The other matchday two contest ended in a goalless draw, but 
there was no shortage of action between Spain and Italy with 
three players sent off and Davide Frattesi having a shot tipped 
onto the crossbar.

The Czech Republic and Slovenia needed victories in their final 
matches to give them a chance of progressing but neither could 
get the result they required.

Dani Gómez struck twice to help Spain see off the Czechs 2-0 
while Italy hit four without reply against Slovenia, Maggiore on 
target to supplement two goals from Patrick Cutrone and one 
from Giacomo Raspadori.

SPAIN 2
CZECH REPUBLIC 0
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GROUP C
GROUP STAGE GROUP C

DANES DOMINATE AND 
FRANCE FLY THROUGH
 
Denmark dominated Group C, winning every game without 
conceding a goal, to lay down a marker as to their intentions 
for this tournament.

France grabbed the other qualifying spot, meaning Russia and 
Iceland missed out on a return to Hungary and Slovenia for the 
knockout phase. 

The Danes raced to the top of the table after two matches by 
virtue of victories over France and Iceland. Albert Capellas Herms' 
side had a first-half let-off in their group opener with France when 
Amine Gouiri hit the post and took all three points when substitute 
Anders Dreyer struck the only goal in the 75th minute.

That victory was backed up three days later when early goals 
from Gustav Isaksen and Mads Bech gave Denmark a 2-0 win over 
Iceland, though the victors had goalkeeper Oliver Christensen to 
thank for saving Sveinn Aron Gudjohnsen's penalty.

RUSSIA 4
ICELAND 1

RUSSIA 0
FRANCE 2

ICELAND 0 
FRANCE 2

FRANCE 0
DENMARK 1

DENMARK 3
RUSSIA 0

Iceland's earlier match also failed to yield any points as they 
were comprehensively beaten 4-1 by Russia.

First-half goals from Fedor Chalov, Nair Tiknizyan and Arsen 
Zakharyan put Russia in firm control before Denis Makarov 
increased the lead, only for Gudjohnsen to pull one back.

The wind was taken out of Russian sails somewhat in their next 
match, though, as two contrasting penalties saw France win 2-0. 
While Odsonne Édouard blasted his spot kick home emphatically, 
Jonathan Ikoné went for a precise Panenka.

With one match left to play, all sides could harbour hopes of 
qualification and Denmark rubber-stamped their progress with 
a 3-0 victory over Russia. Jacob Bruun Larsen and Dreyer struck 
early with Carlo Holse adding the third near the end.

France grabbed the other spot in the quarter-finals as first-half 
goals from captain Mattéo Guendouzi and Édouard were enough 
to overcome Iceland 2-0.

Denmark star Bruun Larsen concluded: “We knew that we needed 
everyone so there was full focus every day, and we are very happy 
that we could win the three games without conceding one goal 
against three very good teams.”

ICELAND 0
DENMARK 2
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GROUP D
GROUP STAGE GROUP D

ADDED-TIME DRAMA AS 
CROATIA JOIN PORTUGAL
 
A dramatic final matchday in Group D featured a last-gasp 
goal which secured Croatia the second qualification spot at 
the expense of opponents England.

Portugal asserted their authority on the group from the start 
and ended up winning all three of their matches without conceding 
but England, Croatia and Switzerland all had their eyes on second 
spot with one match remaining. 

Switzerland had their hopes dashed by Portugal when goals 
from Diogo Queirós, Francisco Trincão and Francisco Conceição 
completed a 3-0 win, which meant a win for England by two goals 
would see them jump into second.

As the clock ticked past 90 minutes, The Young Lions were two 
up thanks to goals from Eberechi Eze and Curtis Jones but in the 
closing seconds a stunning strike from Domagoj Bradarić made 
it 2-1 – a narrow defeat enough to send the Croatians through.

ENGLAND 0
SWITZERLAND 1

CROATIA 1 
ENGLAND 2

PORTUGAL 2
ENGLAND 0

CROATIA 3
SWITZERLAND 2

SWITZERLAND 0 
PORTUGAL 3

Portugal had been the pace-setters from the start, winning 
their first two games. 

Fábio Vieira scored the only goal as they edged past Croatia, 
though Queirós headed against the post when he had the chance 
to widen the margin of victory.

Portugal did manage a two-goal win against England in their 
next game though, Dani Carvalho expertly slotting in the opener 
before a penalty from Trincão sealed the points.

For England, who failed to manage a shot on target, it reinforced 
their miserable start to the tournament, having lost their opener 
to Switzerland three days earlier. 

The Swiss had the better of the early exchanges but had to wait 
until the 78th minute for Dan Ndoye to score and claim a 1-0 win.

Possibly the most entertaining match of the group came as 
Croatia beat Switzerland 3-2.

When Dario Vizinger added to earlier strikes from Luka 
Ivanušec and Nikola Moro to make it 3-0, Igor Bišćan's side 
looked to be cruising to a comfortable victory but a penalty 
from Kastriot Imeri and a Sandro Kulenović own goal late on 
made it an exciting finish.

PORTUGAL 1 
CROATIA 0
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KNOCKOUT ROUNDS
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UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP 2021  
MATCH SCHEDULE

Monday 31 May 2021

Quarter-finals

QF 1: Bozsik Stadion, 
Budapest

Netherlands v France
18:00 CET

QF 2: Sóstói Stadion, 
Székesfehérvár

Denmark v Germany
21:00

QF 3: Stadion Ljudski vrt, 
Maribor

Spain v Croatia
18:00 CET

QF 4: Stadion Stožice,  
Ljubljana

Portugal v Italy
21:00 CET

V V V V

Thursday 3 June 2021

Semi-finals

SF 1: Sóstói Stadion, Székesfehérvár
Winner QF 1 v Winner QF 2

21:00 CET

VQF1 QF2

SF 2: Stadion Ljudski vrt, Maribor
Winner QF 3 v Winner QF 4

 18:00 CET

VQF3 QF4

Sunday 6 June 2021

Final

Stadion Stožice, Ljubljana
Winner SF 1 v Winner SF 2

21:00 CET

VSF1 SF2

Based on Booking.com data

They say our rivalries divide us.
But we know the number of trips to enjoy
the beautiful game together has risen 55%.

They say we don’t belong.
But we know with an average rating of 8.5
our hosts become our friends.

They say our love is fading.
But we know when we put our trips into words
“love” is mentioned 1.4 million times.

We may be rivals,
but above all we’re friends.

There’s a booking for every fan.

https://www.booking.com/?aid=34.en-us.html?aid=1685347;label=u21
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 SPAIN
A CLOSER LOOK
Spain are the joint-most successful country in 
UEFA European Under-21 Championship history.

Five times La Rojita have won the tournament 
and, significantly, they are the current champions, 
having beaten Germany in the final in Udine in 
2019. Indeed, Spain have reached the final in four 
out of the last five tournaments, coming away 
with the trophy three times. 

It's proof, if proof were needed, that Spain are 
a major threat at this level.

Spain have been gifted with some incredibly 
talented young footballers through the ages and 
are consistently hard to beat at this level. 

Former champions include Manuél Sanchis, 
Francesc Arnau, Juan Mata, Thiago Alcântara 
and Fabián Ruiz, who all won the tournament's 
Golden Player award, while Guti, Michel Salgado, 
Javi Martínez, Álvaro Morata and Isco are others 
to have shone on this stage and gone on to have 
stellar careers.

Spain made it through to the final tournament 
after topping a qualifying group that included 
North Macedonia, Israel, Kazakhstan, Faroe 

Islands and Montenegro, conceding only one 
goal in 10 matches.

A statistic like that will have pleased coach Luis 
de la Fuente as he came into this tournament 
hoping he and his team could repeat the success 
of two years ago.

CURRENT STAR 
Brahim Díaz
The fact that by the age of 21 Brahim Díaz 
has already played – and scored goals – for 
Manchester City, Real Madrid and Milan 
demonstrates everything you need to 
know about the talent the Spanish forward 
has at his disposal.

Currently on loan at Milan from Los 
Blancos, Díaz has scored several 

times in the 2020-21 season 
including big goals in the UEFA 
Europa League.

Díaz made his Under-21s 
debut against Italy in 2017 
and has represented his 
country at Under-19 and 

Under-17 level too.
Now one of Spain's more 

experienced players, 
this could be the 

perfect stage 
for him.

FACTFILE
Home kit: Red shirt, blue shorts,  
blue socks
Previous tournament best: Winners  
(1986, 1998, 2011, 2013, 2019)
Performance at 2019 EURO: Winners
Top scorer this competition (including 
qualifiers): Dani Gómez (4)

SPAIN SPAIN

COACH   
Luis de la Fuente
He's been here before and knows how to stay the 
course, so Spain will hope Luis de la Fuente has 
the key to success again.

The former Athletic Club and Sevilla defender 
took over from Albert Celades in 2018 and his 
first major tournament saw Spain go all the way 
and end up with the trophy after beating Germany 
in the final.

De la Fuente had previously been coach of the 
Spain Under-19 team, having been in charge at 
Alavés before then.

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
 
1978 Qualifying stage
1980 Qualifying stage
1982 Quarter-finals
1984 Runners-up
1986 Winners
1988 Quarter-finals
1990 Quarter-finals
1992 Qualifying stage
1994 Third place
1996 Runners-up
1998 Winners
2000 Third place
2002 Qualification play-offs
2004 Qualification play-offs
2006 Qualifying stage
2007 Qualification play-offs
2009 Group stage
2011 Winners
2013 Winners
2015 Qualification play-offs
2017 Runners-up
2019 Winners ↑

HERO OF THE PAST  
Thiago Alcântara
To play in – and win – two UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship finals is reason enough 
to look back with pride, but to score in both finals 
is an astounding achievement.

Liverpool midfielder Thiago Alcântara 
certainly marked himself out as a special 
talent by starring in those finals in 2011 
and 2013.

He played in every match of the 
tournament in 2011 and scored a stunning 
free-kick from around 40 metres to seal a 2-0 
win against Switzerland in the final. 

Two years later he hit a hat-trick as 
Spain beat Italy 4-2.

An astonishing talent who 
went on to win numerous 
titles with Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich.
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 CROATIA
A CLOSER LOOK
If Croatia can again summon the energy, poise, 
concentration and ability they showed in the 
closing stages of their Group D match against 
England, then they will be a fascinating side to 
watch in the knockout phase of this tournament.

Croatia were seconds away from failing to 
qualify from the group stage as England were 
winning 2-0, but an added-time stunner from 
Domagoj Bradarić sent them through on goal 
difference. 

The scenes of ecstasy at the final whistle were 
ample evidence of what that meant to Croatia’s 
squad and management team while the earlier 
3-2 win over Switzerland – Croatia’s first ever 
victory at a finals tournament – underlined that 
Igor Bišćan’s side can be a real threat when they 
are on their game.

Croatia like to spread the goals around with 
the likes of Bradarić, Luka Ivanušec, Nikola Moro 
and Dario Vizinger providing their main attacking 
threats, while a strong spine and defence have 
become the hallmarks of their style of play.

While they won't be coming back to these later 

stages of the tournament as favourites, Croatia 
are a fine, compact side that are more than 
capable of causing a surprise.

CURRENT STAR 
Luka Ivanušec
With eight goals so far in 12 appearances 
in this competition, Luka Ivanušec 
is proving to be a handful for 
defenders. He follows the proud 
tradition of quality Croatian 
midfielders and is maturing into 
a real force. 

Ivanušec made his club 
debut for Lokomotiva when still 
a teenager before moving to 
current club Dinamo Zagreb in 
2019. He has already experienced 
full international football, 
winning his first cap in 
2017, and, at 22, he 
shows all the signs 
of becoming a real 
midfield talent in 
the years to come.

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
Red and white shirt, white shorts, 
red socks
Previous tournament best: 
Group stage (2000, 2004, 2019)
Performance at 2019 EURO:  
Group stage
Top scorer this competition 
(including qualifiers): Luka Ivanušec (8)

CROATIA CROATIA

COACH   
Igor Bišćan
The Croatia coach is best remembered for an 
impressive spell at Liverpool as a defensive 
midfielder, and the talent and will to win he 
displayed at Anfield has transferred nicely to 
the dugout.

After finishing his playing career at Dinamo 
Zagreb in 2012, Bišćan learnt his trade as a 
manager in his homeland’s top division before 
becoming Croatia’s Under-21 coach in 2019.

Since then, he has started to mould his side 
into an effective outfit, relying on a strong defence 
and quick counterattacks, and his tactics are 
starting to pay off handsomely as he has taken 
Croatia further than any other manager in this 
tournament.

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
 
1996 Did not qualify
1998 Did not qualify
2000 Group stage
2002 Did not qualify
2004 Group stage
2006 Did not qualify
2007 Did not qualify
2009 Did not qualify
2011 Did not qualify
2013 Did not qualify
2015 Did not qualify
2017 Did not qualify
2019 Group stage

HERO OF THE PAST  
Luka Modrić
Modrić played 15 times for Croatia Under-21s 
and the irony is, he would have probably played 
more than double that tally if he had not been 
talented enough to advance to the full national 
side at such a young age.

Modrić was still only 21 when he featured at 
the 2006 FIFA World Cup, and he has been a truly 
brilliant, creative footballer ever since.

At clubs such as Dinamo Zagreb, Tottenham 
Hotspur and Real Madrid, Modrić has always 
provided a goal threat and his ability to assist 
his team-mates has set him apart as one of the 
best players of his generation.
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TOURNAMENT IN NUMBERS
STATISTICS

The highest number of goals 
a player has scored in the 
UEFA European Under-21 

Championship final stages, 
the record being shared 
by Luca Waldschmidt of 

Germany (2019) and Marcus 
Berg of Sweden (2009)

The number of different 
nations that have finished 
as runners-up, with Spain 
having come second on 

three occasions

The number of different 
nations that have hosted the 
tournament since the finals 

started being held in one 
country in 1994

The highest number of 
points achieved by a team 
in qualifying for this year's 

tournament, a figure achieved 
by both England and Spain

The number of venues 
that are hosting this 
tournament, four in 
Hungary and four in 
Slovenia

The number of nations 
that were eliminated from 
the tournament before the 
group stage of the finals

The year Yugoslavia became the first UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship winners 

The number 
of teams that 
qualified for 
these finals; 
the highest 

number in Under-21 history

7
14
8

16

39

10
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46 
 

The number of goals the 
Netherlands scored in qualifying, 
the highest number of any nation, 

averaging 4.6 goals per game
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Celebrating the 
next generation
We’re looking forward to watching tomorrow’s 
European footballing greats on the big stage. 
We wish them every success.

FedEx. Where now meets next.

http://fedex.com
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 NETHERLANDS
A CLOSER LOOK
European football heavyweights the Netherlands 
finished top of a tricky looking Group A in March, 
beating hosts Hungary 6-1, as well as drawing with 
Germany and Romania to secure their progress 
to the knockout rounds. 

They had previously qualified for the group 
stage with an impressive nine wins from 10 
matches, scoring 46 goals in the process.

The Dutch boast plenty of talented players 
in their ranks, with the likes of Justin Kluivert, 
Cody Gakpo and Perr Schuurs playing regular 
football for prestigious clubs across Europe. 
PSV Eindhoven winger Gakpo hit a brace against 
Hungary while Roma striker Kluivert scored in the 
draw with Germany.

They can also point to a strong record in this 
tournament, being crowned champions two years 
in succession (in 2006 and 2007). En route to 
winning the 2007 competition, they knocked 
out England at the semi-final stage in a nerve-
shredding 32-kick penalty shoot-out.

The Dutch also reached the semi-finals of this 
competition in 1988 and 2013, the latter with a 

team featuring the likes of Georginio Wijnaldum, 
Luuk de Jong and Leroy Fer. 

Coach Erwin van de Looi will be confident 
his young team can follow in the footsteps of 
their illustrious predecessors as they enter the 
knockout stages.

CURRENT STAR 
Justin Kluivert
Son of legendary Dutch striker Patrick, 
22-year-old Justin Kluivert seems to be 
carving out an impressive footballing 
reputation in his own right. 

Born in Amsterdam, he started out 
at Ajax, coming through the club's youth 
ranks before scoring 13 goals in 56 
appearances for their senior side. 

In 2018 he transferred to Serie A side 
Roma, and that year became the club's 
youngest player to score in the UEFA 
Champions League. 

In October 2020 he joined 
RB Leipzig on a season-long 
loan deal, and has made 
plenty of appearances for 
the Bundesliga side, hitting 
a crucial UEFA Champions 
League goal against 
Manchester United 
last December.

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
Orange shirt, orange shorts, orange socks
Previous tournament best:  
Winners (2006, 2007)
Performance at 2019 EURO:  
Did not qualify  
Top scorer this competition  
(including qualifiers): Dani de Wit (11)

NETHERLANDS NETHERLANDS

COACH   
Erwin van de Looi
The Dutchman represented Vitesse, NAC Breda, 
Stuttgart and Groningen as a player before 
being forced to retire, aged 30, due to injury. 

Van de Looi then turned his hand to 
coaching, initially working with the Under-
21s at Groningen before becoming assistant 
manager and then head coach, winning the 
KNVB Cup in 2015 for the first time in the 
club's history. He then spent two years at 
fellow Eredivisie side Willem II before being 
appointed as the Netherlands Under-21 team 
head coach in 2018. 

A sign of how highly he is regarded came 
when he was invited to work with the senior 
Dutch team on a temporary basis last year.

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD 
 
1978 Did not enter
1980 Did not qualify 
1982 Did not qualify
1984 Did not qualify
1986 Did not qualify
1988 Semi-finals
1990 Group stage 
1992 Quarter-finals
1994 Did not qualify
1996 Did not qualify
1998 Fourth place
2000 Group stage
2002 Did not qualify
2004 Did not qualify 
2006 Winners ↑
2007 Winners
2009 Did not qualify
2011 Did not qualify 
2013 Semi-finals
2015 Did not qualify
2017 Did not qualify
2019 Did not qualify 

HERO OF THE PAST  
Klaas-Jan Huntelaar 
As well as holding the record for the most 
goals scored for the Dutch Under-21s (18 in 
23 games between 2002 and 2006), Klaas-
Jan Huntelaar also played a starring role in 
helping the Netherlands win the 2006 UEFA 
European Under-21 Championship. He was the 
tournament's top scorer with four goals, including 
a brace in the final as Ukraine were defeated 3-0. 

The prolific striker played for the likes of PSV 
Eindhoven and Ajax in his homeland as well as 
Real Madrid and Milan. Now aged 37, he is still 
playing for German side Schalke. He scored 42 
goals in 76 games at full international level.
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 FRANCE
A CLOSER LOOK
Sylvain Ripoll's France side bounced back from 
the disappointment of losing their group stage 
opener to Denmark by winning their next two 
games, with 2-0 victories over Russia and Iceland, 
securing safe passage into the knockout rounds.

Celtic striker Odsonne Édouard has been in 
excellent form, with goals in both group stage 
victories building on his top-scoring performance 
in the team's preliminary qualifying campaign. 
The likes of Ibrahima Konaté (RB Leipzig), Jules 
Koundé (Sevilla) and Wesley Fofana (Leicester 
City) also add star quality to the French set-up.

France have enviable pedigree at this level, 
having won the tournament once, in 1988 
(featuring future stars such as Eric Cantona and 
Laurent Blanc), while also finishing runners-up in 
2002 and in third place in 1996. Other impressive 
performances include reaching the semi-finals 
twice, in 2006 and 2019.

Two years ago they caught the eye with the 
likes of Dayot Upamecano and Mattéo Guendouzi 
contributing to a campaign that was only halted 
by eventual winners Spain.

This potent blend of experience and talent 
suggests that this France side will be a match 
for anyone coming into the knockout stages.

CURRENT STAR 
Ibrahima Konaté
The commanding centre-back has carved 
out an impressive reputation in recent 
times, becoming a key performer for both 
club and country and rated as one of the 
finest young defenders in Europe.

Born in Paris, Konaté started 
out at Sochaux in his homeland 
before making the move to 
Bundesliga side RB Leipzig 
in the summer of 2017. He's 
closing in on a century of 
appearances for the German 
side, and has featured heavily 
in their recent outings in the 
UEFA Champions 
League, which 
s a w  t h e m 
re a c h  t h e 
round of 16.

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
Blue shirt, white shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:  
Winners (1988)
Performance at 2019 EURO:  
Semi-finals
Top scorer this competition 
(including qualifiers): Odsonne 
Édouard (12)

FRANCE FRANCE

COACH   
Sylvain Ripoll
The 49-year-old has been in charge of France 
Under-21s since 2017, taking over from the highly 
experienced Pierre Mankowski in May that year. 
Ripoll guided the young Bleus to the semi-final 
stage of the 2019 tournament, where they were 
defeated by eventual champions Spain. 

As a player, Ripoll represented Rennes, Le Mans 
and Lorient, making more than 200 appearances 
for the latter. He also coached Lorient from 2014 
to 2016, taking charge of 97 matches for the 
Brittany club.

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
 
1978 Did not qualify
1980 Did not qualify 
1982 Quarter-finals
1984 Quarter-finals
1986 Quarter-finals
1988 Winners
1990 Did not qualify 
1992 Did not qualify
1994 Fourth place
1996 Third place
1998 Did not qualify
2000 Did not qualify
2002 Runners-up
2004 Did not qualify 
2006 Semi-finals
2007 Did not qualify
2009 Did not qualify
2011 Did not qualify
2013 Did not qualify
2015 Did not qualify
2017 Did not qualify 
2019 Semi-finals ↑

HERO OF THE PAST  
Eric Cantona
The enigmatic former striker is best known for his 
exploits in England, but he also played a pivotal 
role in helping his country to victory in the 1988 
UEFA European Under-21 Championship. 

Then aged 18, he scored three times against 
England in the two-legged semi-final tie to set up 
a 6-2 aggregate win. He went on to captain the 
senior French team, winning 45 caps and scoring 
20 goals.

Following spells at a series of French clubs, he 
moved to Leeds in 1992 and Manchester United 
later that year. He won the Premier League four 
times at Old Trafford and the FA Cup twice – and 
was later voted the club's greatest ever player 
by fans.
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CLEANER AIR, BETTER GAME CLEANER AIR, BETTER GAME

Action plan to make UEFA Under-21 Championship carbon-positive

The 2021 European Under-21 Championships has seen UEFA 
pilot a new climate action campaign: Cleaner Air, Better 
Game.

The public awareness initiative aims to highlight the growing 
threat to public health of air pollution, which annually claims more 
than 8 million lives around the world. The campaign kicked off on 
23 March, the day before the final tournament group stage begun. 
 
‘CARBON-POSITIVE’

As part of a commitment to compensate for all greenhouse gas 
emissions generated by its football competitions, UEFA had already 

One of the initiatives put in place to help achieve 
this was the creation of a Count Us In platform which 
invited the European football community to commit 
to small lifestyle changes to help improve air quality: 
walking or cycling more, moderating domestic heating 
or reducing food wastage. Each pledge is being added 
to a counter that converts commitments into real-life 
carbon savings and will be calculated at the end of June 
2021. 

EU GREEN WEEK

As a member of the European Climate Pact, UEFA will now 
use these U21 final tournament knockout stages to support 
the European Union's Green Week 2021 which runs in 
parallel to the games, from 31 May to 6 June. 
The pact invites people, communities and 
organisations to proactively contribute 
to the EU's Green Deal – the creation 
of a European economy with net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

As part of its participation in the EU’s Green 
Week, UEFA is hosting a summit on 7 June 
to discuss ways in which football can further 
promote environmental and sustainability 
campaigns and initiatives. The summit will 
feature the presence of UEFA President 
Aleksander Čeferin, the Vice President of the 

CLEANER AIR, 
BETTER GAME

guaranteed the championships in Hungary and Slovenia would 
be carbon-neutral. The Cleaner Air, Better Game campaign went 
a step further by putting in place concrete actions to help make 
the event carbon-positive. 

Led by UEFA’s Football and Social responsibility division, the 
campaign has set out to:

• Give everyone involved in the Under-21 competition, from 
the competition’s host national associations to players and fans, 
a chance to reduce emissions.

• Increase European awareness of the threat of air pollution to 
global health and sport.

European Commission Frans Timmermans and environmental 
experts. 

 
LOCAL LEGACY PROJECTS

 
Another tangible step forward is UEFA supporting projects in the 
host countries of Slovenia and Hungary that will leave a positive 
legacy for future efforts to combat air pollution. Both national 
football associations have committed to plant trees to trap carbon 
pollution and promote cleaner air. More bicycles have been made 
available in host cities to encourage people to cycle rather than drive 
cars during the competition. In addition, host country broadcasters 
will continue to play a Cleaner Air, Better Game public service 
announcement during matches for the Hungarian and Slovenian 

television audiences.
 

LONG-TERM PRIORITY 
 

Last year, UEFA set up a climate action working 
group to explore how football can better leverage 

its influence and visibility to play a frontline role in 
combatting climate change. Cleaner Air, Better 
Game represents a first step towards achieving 
UEFA’s long-term goal of making European 
football more accountable for its impact on the 
environment and climate. UEFA’s efforts in this 
landscape will be led by Michele Uva, director of 
the  Football and Social Responsibility division. 
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 PORTUGAL
A CLOSER LOOK
Rui Jorge's talented Portuguese side raced 
through Group D in outstanding fashion, with 
impressive victories against England, Croatia 
and Switzerland helping seal their place in the 
knockout stages, while also winning plaudits for 
their free-flowing style of football.

Portugal have never won this competition but 
they boast an impressive record over the past 
three decades. 

Having not participated/not qualified 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s, they marked 
their first appearance in 1994 in style as they 
reached the final in France with a team featuring 
future icons Luís Figo, Rui Costa and João Pinto, 
only being beaten by a strong Italian side in 
Montpellier.

Ten years later they finished third at the 
tournament hosted in Germany, again losing to 
Italy, this time at the semi-final stage.

In 2015 they reached the final for a second 
time, losing to Sweden on penalties in Prague 
– however, they had five players voted into the 
official team of the tournament, while William 

Carvalho was named the competition's Golden 
Player.

With an excellent recent tournament record 
and a talented crop of current players, could 
Portugal's 2021 generation be the team to finally 
claim this trophy?

CURRENT STAR 
Diogo Dalot
Diogo Dalot is a man accustomed to 
international youth competitions – he 
played a starring role as his country won the 
UEFA European Under-17 Championship 
in 2016, memorably beating Spain in the 
final. Later that year, he helped Portugal's 
Under-19s reach the quarter-finals of the 
equivalent tournament. 

By now blossoming 
into a full-back with a 
genuine attacking threat, 
he moved from Porto 
to English giants 
Manchester United 
in 2018. 

A f t e r  t w o 
seasons at the 
Old Trafford club, 
he joined Milan on a 
season-long loan at the start 
of the 2020/21 campaign, 
and has established himself 
as a first-team regular at the 
San Siro.

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
Red shirt, green shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best: 
Runners-up (1994, 2015)
Performance at 2019 EURO: 
Did not qualify 
Top scorer this competition (including 
qualifiers): Fábio Vieira (6)

PORTUGAL PORTUGAL

COACH   
Rui Jorge
The 48-year-old is the longest serving coach in 
this competition, having taken over Portugal's 
Under-21s in 2010 after a spell in charge at 
Belenenses. 

He's also no stranger to the UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship. As a coach, he helped 
Portugal finish runners-up in 2015 and as a 
player, he was part of the Portuguese side that 
reached the final in 1994. He went on to win 45 
caps at full international level, and represented 
his country at UEFA EURO 2000 and UEFA EURO 
2004. 

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD 
 
1978 Did not qualify
1980 Did not qualify 
1982 Did not enter
1984 Did not qualify
1986 Did not qualify
1988 Did not qualify
1990 Did not qualify 
1992 Did not qualify
1994 Runners-up
1996 Quarter-finals
1998 Did not qualify
2000 Did not qualify
2002 Group stage
2004 Third place 
2006 Group stage
2007 Group stage
2009 Did not qualify
2011 Did not qualify
2013 Did not qualify
2015 Runners-up ↑
2017 Group stage
2019 Did not qualify 

HERO OF THE PAST  
Luís Figo 
One of the all-time greats of the Portuguese game, 
the UEFA European Under-21 Championship of 
1994 provided the springboard to help launch Luís 
Figo into the footballing stratosphere. 

The attacker was named Player of the 
Tournament as Portugal reached the final, and 
from then on he became a regular for the senior 
side, winning 127 caps and playing at UEFA 
European Championships in 1996, 2000 and 2004, 
as well as the FIFA World Cups in 2002 and 2006.

A glittering career at club level included 
spells at Sporting, Barcelona, Real Madrid and 
Internazionale, winning the UEFA Champions 
League in 2002, among multiple other honours. 
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COACH   
Paolo Nicolato
After drawing against the Czech Republic and 
Spain, the Azzurrini needed to beat Slovenia to 
qualify for the quarter-finals, and they managed 
that with a 4-0 victory than underlined Nicolato’s 
strengths as a coach. He maintained a calm, clear 
demeanour and used all his experience at this 
level to help Italy through. 

Nicolato has previously coached Italy’s 
Under-18, 19 and 20 age groups so is perfectly 
placed to pass on his knowledge and guidance to 
his latest group of players.

After several red cards at the group stage 
of the finals he will be keen for Italy’s discipline 
to improve, but he has a unified, talented and 
enthusiastic squad at his disposal who are 
desperate to perform well for their manager.

 ITALY
A CLOSER LOOK
Italy, alongside Spain, are the joint-most 
successful country in UEFA European Under-21 
Championship history and would love to end 
a comparatively long wait for success at this 
tournament.

Italy have lifted the trophy five times and at one 
stage – between 1992 and 2000 – won four out of 
five tournaments as they completely dominated 
European football at that level.

A further win followed in 2004 but the years 
since have been fairly unproductive – at least by 
Italy's extremely high standards – though this 
tournament offers them the perfect chance to 
return to the top of the winners' podium.

Italy have always helped to underline the ability 
at Under-21 level to provide astonishing talent for 
the full national team. The likes of Andrea Pirlo, 
Alberto Gilardino, Gianluigi Buffon, Alessandro 
Del Piero and Paolo Maldini are just some of 
the names who learned their trade in Under-21 
international football and then went on to greater 
heights with the full side.

Italy advanced to the final tournament after 

winning their group with ease, conceding just 
five goals in their ten matches, and then came 
through Group B of the final tournament in second 
place behind Spain. They now have everything to 
play for, and a proud history to try to replicate.

CURRENT STAR 
Patrick Cutrone
Patrick Cutrone has already sampled full 
international football, having been capped 
in 2018 and his experience and ability has 
shone through at this tournament. 

Strong, powerful and quick, the 
Wolverhampton Wanderers player – 
who has been on loan at Valencia 
this season – has a real knack for 
reading the game and turning up 
at the right place at the right 
time. He scored twice in the group 
stage match against Slovenia and 
was denied a hat-trick when 
his penalty was saved. 

Cutrone will be 
looking to build on 
his impressive 
efforts so far and 
no defender will 
relish trying to 
stop him if he 
maintains his 
current form.

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
Blue shirt, white shorts, blue socks
Previous tournament best:  
Winners (1992, 1994, 1996, 2000, 2004)
Performance at 2019 EURO:  
Group stage
Top scorer this competition (including 
qualifiers): Gianluca Scamacca (7)

ITALY ITALY

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD 
 
1978  Quarter-finals
1980  Quarter-finals
1982  Quarter-finals
1984  Semi-finals
1986  Runners-up
1988  Quarter-finals
1990  Semi-finals
1992  Winners 
1994 Winners 
1996  Winners 
1998  Did not qualify 
2000  Winners
2002  Semi-finals
2004  Winners
2006  Group stage ↑
2007  Group stage
2009  Semi-finals
2011  Did not qualify 
2013  Runners-up
2015  Group stage
2017  Semi-finals
2019  Group stage

HERO OF THE PAST  
Andrea Pirlo 
Say the name Andrea Pirlo to a football fan 
anywhere on Earth and they will almost 
immediately go into raptures at the very mention 
of the midfielder and the fine career he enjoyed.

In 2000, Pirlo won the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship and was also the Golden Player and 
top scorer in the tournament as his extraordinary 
passing and masterful ability to control a game 
became acknowledged on a wider scale.

A brilliant career would follow with the likes of 
Milan and Juventus as well as victory at the 2006 
FIFA World Cup. Pirlo is Italy’s all-time leading 
Under-21 appearance maker with 46 caps and 
deserves his place in history as a wonderful 
footballer.
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TACKLING GLOBAL ISSUES TACKLING GLOBAL ISSUES

UEFA is serious about using the power 
of football to have a positive impact 
on global issues of environmental 
sustainability and social 
responsibility. Here, the director 
of football social responsibility at 
UEFA, Michele Uva, explains how the 
governing body is doing this
Question: Why did UEFA launch the Cleaner Air, Better 
Game campaign?

Answer: It’s staggering that one in eight deaths in Europe is 
linked to air pollution. Yet how many of us realise the scale of 
the problem? Around 90 million people play football in Europe, 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY: 

UEFA’S FRONTLINE ROLE
making us one of the biggest ‘communities’ in the world. We hope 
Cleaner Air, Better Games can inform both fans and stakeholders 
about a real, present danger in our lives and show that there 
are simple actions we can all take to reduce the impact of air 
pollution.

Q: What has UEFA learnt from the campaign so far? 

A: UEFA signed up to the European Union’s Green Deal last 
December. We are still learning how football can use its influence 
to support climate action as well as adapt to reduce its own 
environmental impact. Cleaner Air, Better Games represents a 
first step on this journey. 

On 7 June, the day after the Under-21 EURO final, we 
will stage an online Climate Summit in Ljubljana to share 
the campaign’s lessons with the wider football, political and 
scientific community. It will be a moment to recap and review. 
The European Commission’s Vice-President, Frans Timmermans, 

will take part, together with former French international Mathieu 
Flamini, environmental experts, and UEFA President Aleksander 
Čeferin. 

Q: How will UEFA ensure the European football community 
follows its example? 

A: We hope that by ensuring all future UEFA events are carbon 
neutral, we can inspire the entire football system to follow in 
our footsteps. This year, for example, the Under-21 EURO finals, 
EURO 2020, the Champions League and Europa League finals 
were all carbon neutral.

However, climate change and air pollution are global issues 
that are not limited to any one organisation or nation. Whatever 
actions UEFA takes, we will achieve nothing by working alone.  
Moving forward, it will be important to engage our 55 member 

associations across the continent, as well as clubs and leagues. 
We will also need to work with global institutions, stakeholders, 
sponsors and others to reduce both our individual and our 
collective impact. Football must lead the way in promoting a 
real behavioural change in society.

Q: How else is UEFA working to ensure football plays a 
positive role in key social and global issues?

A: When your sport is played and followed by millions of people, 
your actions have an enormous impact on society, especially the 
young. That brings a responsibility that football cannot ignore 
and is why, in April, UEFA made social responsibility central to 
its five-year strategy for European football. 

Our main focus is on the environment and human rights, but 
we are also working on other key social topics. For example, 
the pandemic showed the important role of football in helping 
individuals cope with mental health issues. This year, we will 
invest €12 million in our football social responsibility activities. 
For us, it is an investment in the future, not only for football 
but also, society. 

UEFA's director of football 
social responsibility, Michele Uva

UEFA EURO 2020 will be 
a carbon-neutral event
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 DENMARK
A CLOSER LOOK
Albert Capellas Herms' Danish side eased through 
the preliminary qualification rounds for this 
tournament undefeated, winning eight games 
and drawing two as they topped Group 8. 

They continued their fine form into the group 
stage of the finals, with victories in their opening 
two fixtures against France and Iceland leaving 
them in a commanding position in the table ahead 
of another dominant display in a 3-0 win against 
Russia on the concluding matchday. 

The squad boasts a collection of talented 
youngsters, including Hoffenheim winger Jacob 
Bruun Larsen, Brentford defender Mads Bech 
Sørensen and FC Copenhagen's prodigious 
forward Mohamed Daramy. Meanwhile, stylish 
centre-back Frederik Alves signed for West Ham 
United this year.

Despite a population of fewer than six 
million people, the Danes have punched above 
their weight in the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship down the years, reaching the 
semi-final stage in both 1992 and 2015. They 
were eliminated at the group stage in both the 

2017 and 2019 tournaments, so progress into the 
knockout rounds this year comes as a welcome 
boost for all concerned. However, now they're 
here, just taking part certainly won't be the limit 
of their ambitions...

CURRENT STAR 
Jacob Bruun Larsen
Wide attacker Larsen has long been on 
the radar of some of the biggest clubs 
in Europe, having started out at Danish 
club Lyngby before joining Bundesliga side 
Borussia Dortmund in 2015. 

Following a loan spell with Stuttgart, 
he was signed by fellow German side 
Hoffenheim in 2020 before joining Belgian 
club Anderlecht on loan in January of this 
year. 

On the international stage, he 
represented Denmark at the 2016 Olympic 
Games in Brazil, and made his full 
senior debut in 2019. Back with 
the Under-21 squad, he was the 
leading assist provider in the 
qualification stages for this 
tournament. 

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
Red shirt, white shorts, red socks
Previous tournament best:  
Semi-finals (1992, 2015)
Performance at 2019 EURO:  
Group stage 
Top scorer this competition (including 
qualifiers): Andreas Olsen (7)

DENMARK DENMARK

COACH   
Albert Capellas Herms
The Denmark coach was keen to praise the 
teamwork and pressing of his young squad during 
the group stage of the tournament, explaining 
how pleased he was with the way the whole side 
defended from the front to keep clean sheets 
against Russia, Iceland and France. 

In charge of the Danish Under-21s since 2019, 
Capellas Herms is a Spaniard who was formerly 
coordinator of Barcelona's fabled La Masia 
academy, an institution well used to developing 
exciting young talents. The 53-year-old's 
impressive CV also takes in assistant/coaching 
roles at the likes of Borussia Dortmund, Brøndby 
and Vitesse.

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
 
1978 Quarter-finals
1980 Did not qualify 
1982 Did not qualify
1984 Did not qualify
1986 Quarter-finals
1988 Did not qualify
1990 Did not qualify 
1992 Semi-finals
1994 Did not qualify
1996 Did not qualify
1998 Did not qualify
2000 Did not qualify
2002 Did not qualify
2004 Did not qualify 
2006 Group stage
2007 Did not qualify
2009 Did not qualify
2011 Group stage ↑
2013 Did not qualify
2015 Semi-finals
2017 Group stage
2019 Group stage 

HERO OF THE PAST  
Peter Møller Nielsen
The former striker scored for Denmark's Under-
21s as they reached the semi-finals of the 1992 
championship, kicking off a career that would 
see him ply his trade successfully both at home 
and abroad. 

He enjoyed prolific spells in his homeland 
with both AaB Aalborg and Brøndby, winning the 
Danish title in 1996 and 1997. He then moved to 
the Netherlands to play for PSV Eindhoven, ahead 
of stints with Real Oviedo and Fulham (loan). 

Nielsen concluded with a return to Denmark 
with FC Copenhagen, winning the domestic league 
title twice. He also made 20 senior appearances 
for his country, scoring five times, including once 
at the 1998 FIFA World Cup.
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 GERMANY
A CLOSER LOOK
As you'd expect from a nation which has won the 
FIFA World Cup four times and the UEFA European 
Championship on three occasions, Germany 
also have an enviable record at Under-21 level, 
especially in recent years.

They won the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship in 2009 and 2017, as well as 
reaching the semi-finals in 2015 and the final at 
the most recent tournament in 2019, where they 
were defeated by Spain. 

Their success was also recognised in 2015 
when UEFA selected an all-time best XI from 
previous Under-21 tournaments – German 
icons Manuel Neuer, Mats Hummels and Mesut 
Özil were all included. The likes of Sami Khedira, 
Jérôme Boateng and Serge Gnabry are others 
to have forged their reputations at this level 
before enjoying highly-successful careers in 
senior football.

Coach Stefan Kuntz has been in charge since 
2016, and in addition to his success with his 
country's young players, he won EURO '96 as a 
player with Germany.

Kuntz helped his team reach this tournament 
after a qualification campaign that saw them 
pitted against the likes of Belgium and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, while they came through a group 
in March containing the Netherlands, Hungary 
and Romania.

CURRENT STAR 
Lukas Nmecha
Born in Hamburg and raised in the UK, 
Nmecha joined Manchester City as a 
youngster and represented England at 
youth level up to and including the Under-
21s. However, in 2019 he opted to play for 
the country of his birth, and made 
his Germany Under-21 debut, 
ironically, against England. 

A talented forward, capable of 
playing wide or more centrally, 
Nmecha has had loan 
spells at Preston North 
End, VfL Wolfsburg and 
Middlesbrough. He 
is currently on loan 
from Manchester 
C i ty  a t  Be lg ian 
s ide Anderlecht. 
He top-scored in 
qualification for this 
tournament and also 
netted in the group win 
over Hungary in March.

FACTFILE
Home kit:  
White shirt, black shorts, white socks
Previous tournament best:  
Winners (2009, 2017)
Performance at 2019 EURO:  
Runners-up
Top scorer this competition (including 
qualifiers): Lukas Nmecha (9)

GERMANY GERMANY

COACH   
Stefan Kuntz
Appointed Germany Under-21 coach in 2016, 
Kuntz made an impressive start to life in the job, 
with his first 12 months in charge culminating 
in victory in the UEFA Under-21s Championship 
in 2017. 

A former player with the likes of Kaiserslautern 
and Besiktas, Kuntz played a pivotal role in his 
country's success at EURO '96, scoring in the semi-
final victory over hosts England at Wembley. He 
won 25 caps for his country's senior side and four 
for their under-21s.

CHAMPIONSHIP RECORD
(competing as West Germany 1978-1990) 
 
1978 Did not enter
1980 Did not enter 
1982 Runners-up
1984 Did not qualify
1986 Did not qualify
1988 Did not qualify 
1990 Quarter-finals 
1992 Quarter-finals
1994 Did not qualify 
1996 Quarter-finals
1998 Quarter-finals
2000 Did not qualify
2002 Did not qualify 
2004 Group stage
2006 Group stage
2007 Did not qualify
2009 Winners ↑
2011 Did not qualify
2013 Group stage
2015 Semi-finals
2017 Winners
2019 Runners-up

HERO OF THE PAST  
Mesut Özil 
The Gelsenkirchen-born playmaker announced 
himself on the international stage with aplomb in 
2009, helping his country win the UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship. He scored and was 
named man of the match as Germany beat 
England 4-0 in the final in Helsingborg. 

Then at Werder Bremen, he would later 
represent Real Madrid and Arsenal, winning a 
plethora of honours before joining Fenerbahçe 
this year. He appeared in five major tournaments 
for Germany's senior team, winning the FIFA World 
Cup in 2014 and reaching the semi-finals of EURO 
2012 and EURO 2016. He won 92 caps for his 
country, scoring 23 goals.



Two countries, eight host venues and 
one amazing tournament

Hungary and 
Slovenia

BOZSIK STADION 
BUDAPEST

GYIRMÓTI STADION 
GYŐR

SÓSTÓI STADION 
SZÉKESFEHÉRVÁR

STADION CELJE 
CELJE

STADION STOŽICE 
LJUBLJANA

STADION BONIFIKA 
KOPER

STADION LJUDSKI VRT 
MARIBOR

HALADÁS STADION 
SZOMBATHELY

www.uefafoundation.org

www.uefafoundation.org

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

UEFA Foundation 215x280_AW.pdf   1   16/07/2019   1:45 PM

 UEFA EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP HUNGARY - SLOVENIA 2021  |  51



GYIRMÓTI STADION 
GYŐR

Capacity:  4,335
Home team:  Gyirmót FC Győr

A sporting hotbed in north-west Hungary, this 
historic area dates back to Roman times. The 
stadium was inaugurated in 2015 and has 
hosted lots of international football including 
U21s, women’s and youth matches.

HALADÁS STADION 
SZOMBATHELY

Capacity:  8,900
Home team:  Szombathelyi Haladás

Szombathely is Hungary’s oldest city, dating 
back to the Roman era, and is found close to the 
Austrian border. This stadium replaced the old 
Rohonci út Stadium and opened in 2017. It hosts 
many of the country’s women’s international 
matches. 

BOZSIK STADION 
BUDAPEST

Capacity:  8,468
Home team:  Budapest Honvéd

A newly-created stadium to replace the Bozsik 
József Stadion, the Bozsik Stadion was finished 
in 2020. It is named after a legend of Hungary’s 
1954 team that spent his whole career playing 
for Honvéd and the stadium is located in the 
south-east of Budapest. 

SÓSTÓI STADION 
SZÉKESFEHÉRVÁR

Capacity:  14,000
Home team:  Fehérvár FC

Fehérvár, which means ‘White Castle’, was once 
the seat of Hungary’s kings and is located in 
the centre of the country. The current stadium, 
which was opened in 2018, replaced the old 
version, which hosted the first leg of the 1985 
UEFA Cup final between Videoton and Real 
Madrid.

Positioned in central Europe and sharing a border with seven 
countries, Hungary has a rich past and an exciting future. 

Outsiders will know the country for its capital city of Budapest 
and the fact one of Europe’s most famous rivers, the Danube, 
runs through it, but there is a thriving tourism industry. This is 
based largely around the history of its major cities and it being 
the home of the largest thermal water cave system in the world 
and the biggest lake in central Europe, Lake Balaton.

The country’s proud history extends to its achievements in the 
sporting world and the golden period for Hungary’s footballers was 

the 1950s and 60s. With remarkable goalscorer Ferenc Puskás 
one of the leading lights, the Mighty Magyars, as the national 
team were nicknamed, were one of the dominant forces in the 
world game, finishing runners-up at the 1954 FIFA World Cup and 
winning three Olympic gold medals. 

Home of the world-famous puzzle the Rubik’s Cube, Hungarians 
have also excelled at water sports, fencing and basketball. Indeed, 
Hungary is in the all-time top 10 performing nations at the summer 
Olympics with 175 gold medals so far and Budapest will host the 
World Athletics Championships in 2023.

Hungary
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STADION STOŽICE 
LJUBLJANA

Capacity:  16,100
Home team:  Olimpija Ljubljana

Located in the Bežigrad district of Slovenia’s 
capital city, the Stadion Stožice is home to 
the Slovenia national team as well as Olimpija 
Ljubljana. It was inaugurated in 2010 and staged 
the 2012 U17 EURO final as well as UEFA Futsal 
EURO 2018.

STADION LJUDSKI VRT 
MARIBOR

Capacity:  12,435
Home team:  NK Maribor

Opened in 1952, Stadion Ljudski vrt is in the 
country’s second-largest city, Maribor. The 
stadium has a wide range of uses and as well as 
hosting six Slovenian Cup finals and matches in 
the 2012 U17 EURO, it has been used for several 
concerts and even a televised mayoral debate.

STADION CELJE 
CELJE

Capacity:  13,600
Home team:  NK Celje

Celje is a popular spa resort in central Slovenia. 
The Stadion Celje was opened in 2003 to replace  
Skalna Klet, which is now a training ground. It 
used to be the main base for Slovenia national 
team matches and around half of the 13,600 
seats are under cover.

STADION BONIFIKA 
KOPER

Capacity:  4,010
Home team:  FC Koper

Situated in south-west Slovenia, Koper is the 
country’s main port. Stadion Bonifika was built 
in 1948 but has been renovated and expanded 
several times through the years. It has hosted 
national team friendlies and in 1996 Bryan 
Adams performed there.

Slovenia is a country with a proud and fascinating history 
with a modern outlook on the world.

Part of Yugoslavia until it gained independence in 1991, Slovenia 
shares borders with Italy, Austria, tournament co-host Hungary 
and Croatia, and also has a coastline on the Adriatic Sea. 

Slovenia is a member of the European Union, the United Nations 
and NATO and its capital is its largest city, Ljubljana.

More than half of the country is covered by forest and its position 
on the edge of the Alps means it has a largely mountainous 
terrain – which may explain why the country has boasted several 

exceptional talents in the world of mountaineering and skiing. 
Tennis, boxing and cycling are also very popular but football is 

the most prominent sport, as it is for most of Europe. 
Slovenia have qualified for two FIFA World Cups and one UEFA 

European Championship, and they have included top-class players 
like Jan Oblak, Samir Handanović and Zlatko Zahović in their ranks.

The country’s most successful club since independence is NK 
Maribor, and they won the PrvaLiga seven times in a row between 
1997 and 2003 and are the only Slovenian club to have qualified 
for the UEFA Champions League group stage.

Slovenia
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THE PRIZE GUYS

FINALS OF THE PAST FINALS OF THE PAST

In the 22 previous tournaments there have been 10 different winners 
and plenty of drama and excitement in the finals. Here's a reminder...

1978 
HALILHODŽIĆ THE HERO
 

Winners: Yugoslavia
Runners-up: German Democratic Republic 

The first final 43 years ago was a two-legged affair and it was also 
one of the most exciting.

Yugoslavia and East Germany battled it out for the title and it was 
future Paris Saint-Germain and Japan manager Vahid Halilhodžić 
who wrote his name all over the final.

In the first leg in Halle, Halilhodžić scored the only goal but the 
second leg in Mostar was a far more open match, finishing 4-4. 
Halilhodžić's hat-trick earned him the man-of-the-match award 
and helped Yugoslavia to claim winners' medals while Bogdan 
Srečko scored what proved to be the winning strike on aggregate.

1980 
USSR EDGE IT
 

Winners: USSR
Runners-up: German Democratic Republic 

After the goal feast of two years earlier, the 1980 final was a much 
more tense occasion with only one goal across the two legs.

East Germany were the unlucky losers once again, missing out 
to a powerful USSR side, and they couldn't make home advantage 
pay in the first leg of their final in Rostock.

The USSR's Victor Tchanov had been red-carded with five minutes 
left of the first leg so Valeri Novikov took the gloves for the second 
match in Moscow and did a great job as he, too, kept a clean sheet.

Yuri Susloparov scored the only goal in a match where the referee 
was busy, sending off two East Germans and one USSR player.

1982 
PRIDE OF THREE LIONS
 

Winners: England
Runners-up: West Germany 

Having been frustrated at the semi-final stage during the first two 
tournaments, England made it 'third time lucky' as they qualified 
to play West Germany, who were also in their first final.

Pierre Littbarski, who finished as the tournament's top goalscorer, 
scored a hat-trick in the second leg in Bremen but still ended up 
on the losing side.

While West Germany won that second leg 3-2, the damage, as far 
as they were concerned, had been done at Sheffield's Bramall Lane 
as England won 3-1, largely thanks to a double from Gary Owen.

Despite Littbarski's treble in the second leg, goals from Mike 
Duxbury and Paul Goddard meant a 5-4 aggregate win for England.

1984 
HATELEY ON THE MARK
 

Winners: England
Runners-up: Spain 

England became the first back-to-back winners with a comprehensive 
performance in the final against a strong Spain side.

Mark Hateley was the hero for Dave Sexton's champions after 
announcing himself with a four-goal blast in the quarter-final 
against France – and the Portsmouth striker reserved one of his 
goals for the final.

Mel Sterland scored the only goal in the first leg in Seville as 
England took control but second-leg strikes from Hateley and 
Howard Gayle in Sheffield ensured a 2-0 win on the night and a 
3-0 victory on aggregate.

1988 
FRANCE SHOW STRENGTH
 

Winners: France
Runners-up: Greece 

A clean sheet in each leg of the final demonstrated the class France 
had at the back as they stormed to their first title with defender 
Laurent Blanc named the Golden Player.

Having never made it to the knockout rounds before, Greece 
edged the Czech Republic before stunning the Netherlands to make 
it to the final where they met a France team containing the likes 
of Eric Cantona and Franck Sauzée. 

Greece put up a strong fight but couldn't find a breakthrough in 
a goalless first leg in Athens.

The second leg in France was more straightforward as a 
Sauzée double and a third goal from Franck Sylvestre sealed a 
3-0 aggregate win.

1 9 7 8 - 2 0 2 1

1986 
SPAIN DO JUST ENOUGH
 

Winners: Spain
Runners-up: Italy 

After the disappointment of losing out to England two years 
earlier, Spain were ready to go the extra step in 1986 – but 
they certainly did it the hard way.

Spanish supporters must have feared the worst when 
Hungary won the first leg of the semi-final 3-1 before Spain 
came roaring back to take the second leg 4-1.

If anything, the final was even more nail-biting against an 
Italy team brimming with talent. 

Italy had beaten England in their semi-final and their squad 
contained the likes of Walter Zenga, Roberto Mancini, Roberto 
Donadoni and Gianluca Vialli, who all went on to play at the 
1990 FIFA World Cup.

Both sides won their home legs in the final 2-1, leaving 
the score tied at 3-3, and a penalty shoot-out was needed 
to decide the destiny of the trophy.

Spain held their nerve for a 3-0 win.
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1998 
SPAIN BATTLE BACK 
 

Winners: Spain
Runners-up: Greece 

Defences were on top as goalkeeper Francesc Arnau won the Golden 
Player award and Spain carried off the main trophy in 1998.

They say what doesn't destroy you makes you stronger and 
Spain's victory in Romania, having suffered disappointment in 
the 1996 final on home turf, showed what the Spanish players 
were made of.

A 1-0 win in the final did the trick against a stubborn Greece 
side, Iván Pérez scoring the deciding goal.

The tournament featured talented players like Spain's Guti and 
Míchel Salgado and Germany's Michael Ballack but it could be 
argued that Greece were the real winners.

In Georgios Karagounis, Traianos Dellas, Ioannis Goumas and 
Vassilios Lakis, the losing finalists included four players who would 
help the senior national team to go on and win UEFA EURO 2004. 

1990 
A FINAL FULL OF STARS 
 

Winners: USSR
Runners-up: Yugoslavia 

There were goals galore in the two legs of an exciting final between 
the USSR and Yugoslavia as a duo of exceptionally talented teams 
battled to take the trophy.

Both sides contained players who would go on to enjoy stellar 
careers at the top level of football and while the likes of Andrei 
Kanchelskis and Aleksandr Mostovoi celebrated victory for the 
USSR, it was an early sour experience in the careers of Yugoslavia 
youngsters like Zvonimir Boban, Robert Prosinečki, Predrag 
Mijatović and Davor Šuker.

Striker Šuker would be named the Golden Player and scored in 
the first leg of the final but the USSR claimed a 4-2 win in Sarajevo.

The second leg in Simferopol saw the USSR win 3-1 to wrap up 
a 7-3 aggregate victory.

1992 
BUSO BEGINS A GOLDEN ERA 
 

Winners: Italy
Runners-up: Sweden 

Italy began a very rewarding era of Under-21s football 
in unusual fashion as they crashed to a 6-0 defeat to 
Norway in qualifying. This was no indication of how 
the rest of the tournament would transpire as the 
Azzurrini ended up topping the group and cruising past 
Czechoslovakia and Denmark in the knockout rounds. 

With a maturing Demetrio Albertini in the engine room, 
Italy faced a Sweden side boasting talents like Tomas Brolin 
and Patrik Andersson in the final.

This was the last final played over two legs and Italy 
took control by winning the first match in Ferrara 2-0 
following goals by Golden Player Renato Buso and 
Gianluca Sordo. Pascal Simpson gave the Swedes 
victory in the second leg but Italy won 2-1 
on aggregate.

1994 
FRANCE HOSTS, ITALY WINS 
 

Winners: Italy
Runners-up: Portugal 

There was a change in format but the same result as Italy claimed 
back-to-back crowns in 1994.

This time the semi-finals and single-leg final were held in one 
country, France, and for the first time the destination of the trophy 
was decided by a Golden Goal.   

A sparkling generation of Portuguese players was emerging 
and made it all the way to the final with players like Luís Figo, 
Rui Costa and João Pinto instrumental, while fellow finalists Italy 
could call on talents such as Fabio Cannavaro, Christian Panucci 
and Filippo Inzaghi.

The standard was so high even Zinédine Zidane was unable to 
make it past the semis with his France team-mates.

The final was decided by a Golden Goal in the 97th minute by 
Italy's Pierluigi Orlandini in Montpellier.

2000 
PIRLO STEALS THE SHOW
 

Winners: Italy
Runners-up: Czech Republic 

There was no doubt it was Andrea Pirlo's final as the midfield 
genius helped Italy to become the Under-21 champions for the 
fourth time.

His two-goal performance helped the Azzurrini to a 2-1 win 
over the Czech Republic in Slovakia after both sides had topped 
their groups.

A midfield partnership of Pirlo and Gennaro Gattuso looked a 
formidable obstacle for the Czechs to overcome in the final but 
the decisive goal only arrived nine minutes from time.

Before then Pirlo had given Italy the lead from the penalty spot 
only for Tomáš Došek to equalise six minutes into the second half.

Cometh the hour, cometh the young man and up stepped the 
peerless Pirlo with what would become a trademark 25-metre 
free-kick to claim victory.

2004 
ITALY PEAK PERFECTLY
 

Winners: Italy
Runners-up: Serbia and Montenegro
 
It's not how you start the tournament that counts; it's how you 
finish it. That was certainly true of Italy as they claimed their fifth 
title in seven attempts to cement their place at the top of European 
Under-21 football.

Italy's first group match ended in defeat to Belarus, leaving 
coach Claudio Gentile to consider the extreme options of how 
the rest of the competition would go. In the end they won their 
remaining group matches and semi-final before beating Serbia 
and Montenegro 3-0 in the final.

"After Belarus beat us I said to myself, 'We will either make it all 
the way to the end or we'll be out immediately'," Gentile said. "This 
team has a thousand resources and has proved it."

Germany hosted the 2004 tournament but Italy peaked at the 
right time with their goals in the final coming courtesy of Daniele 
De Rossi, Cesare Bovo and Alberto Gilardino.

2002 
ČECH TOO GOOD FOR FRANCE
 

Winners: Czech Republic
Runners-up: France 

"They had a great goalkeeper – great not only in size but also 
in the way he played, and that made the difference."

That was how France coach Raymond Domenech explained 
how difficult it had been for his impressive team to find a way 
past the tournament's Golden Player, the Czech Republic's 
Petr Čech, in the final.

Čech not only kept a clean sheet for 120 minutes but also 
saved two penalties in the shoot-out to deny Les Petits Bleus 
and help the previous year's beaten finalists go one better.

It was a complete turnaround from the Czechs' first group 
game in the tournament where France had beaten them 2-0 
– but Miroslav Beránek's side had the last laugh to claim the 
trophy for the first time.

The hero of 2000, Andrea Pirlo, was still around for Italy, but 
despite scoring in the semi-final, that is where the defending 
champions' challenge ended. 1996 

AZZURRINI HIT A HAT-TRICK 
 

Winners: Italy
Runners-up: Spain 

There was a first for the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship as Italy claimed the title for the third 
tournament in a row – and they had to be at their resilient best. 

Playing Spain in the final in their own country was always 
going to be a difficult task – and it wasn't made any easier 
when Nicola Amoruso was sent off in the first half.

With the score tied at 1-1 after 90 minutes, Italy were 
further disadvantaged when Raffaele Ametrano's dismissal 
meant they had to play the second period of extra time with 
only nine players but they held on and won 4-3 on penalties. 

Italy were able to celebrate, but it was a tough day 
for Raúl González who scored a free-kick but 

missed a penalty in the shoot-out.
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2006 
HUNTELAAR HEROICS
 

Winners: Netherlands
Runners-up: Ukraine 

Two first-time finalists battled it out in the showpiece match in 
2006 and it was the Netherlands who beat Ukraine 3-0 to write 
their name onto the list of tournament winners.

Just as in 2004, the final was a replay of the first group match.
On that occasion Ukraine had stunned Foppe de Haan's side but 
the Netherlands gained revenge when the trophy was on the line.

Klaas-Jan Huntelaar was the competition's star player in Portugal 
and underlined his status with two goals in the final, Nicky Hofs 
adding the third in Porto.

The tournament was notable for surprises as hosts Portugal, 
champions Italy and the much-fancied Germany were knocked 
out in the group stage.

"It's been a great experience," Huntelaar said at the end. "We've 
grown as a team during the tournament after making a bad start. 
It's a great feeling."
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2007 
FOUR-MIDABLE NETHERLANDS
 

Winners: Netherlands
Runners-up: Serbia 

The semi-final and final in 2007 couldn't have been more 
different as the Netherlands won back-to-back titles only one 
year apart.

Playing on home soil in front of a sea of orange every time 
they performed, Foppe de Haan's troops faced England in the 
semi-final and trailed for much of the match before an added-
time equaliser and a 32-penalty shoot-out which they eventually 
won 13-12!

The Dutch had experienced a lot of change to their squad from 
the previous tournament but went into the final against Serbia in 
confident mood and completed a far more comfortable victory.

The home fans were treated to a 4-1 victory, their goals 
coming from four different scorers, to end a tournament in 
which attendance records were smashed with Royston Drenthe 
winning the Golden Player award.
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2013 
THIAGO'S TREBLE 
 

Winners: Spain
Runners-up: Italy 

Israel was the setting as the two most successful teams in 
the tournament's history met in the 2013 showpiece and 
it was Spain that won the title and defended their crown.

Both Spain and Italy negotiated the early phases of 
the tournament with the minimum of fuss and they only 
conceded one goal between them en route to the final.

Álvaro Morata scored in every match in the build-up to 
the final as Spain won every game while Italy's progress 
was almost as smooth, culminating in a 1-0 win over the 
Netherlands in the semi-final.

The final promised to be a classic between two high-
quality outfits and that's how it panned out with six goals 
scored, including a hat-trick for Golden Player Thiago 
Alcântara, who had netted in the final two years earlier.

Spain sealed a 4-2 victory in Jerusalem to claim their 
fourth title, just one behind Italy.

2009 
GERMANY JOIN THE PARTY
 

Winners: Germany
Runners-up: England 

It took Germany until 2009 to claim the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship title for the first time – but when they did, they did 
it in some style.

When you look at the line-up that contested the final against 
England, it's easy to see why this was their time to shine.

Mesut Özil, Manuel Neuer, Jérôme Boateng, Sami Khedira and 
Mats Hummels were just some of the names that helped Germany 
to a 4-0 win in the final. All bar Hummels were in the senior squad 
that reached the FIFA World Cup semi-finals the following year.

Host nation Sweden made it to the semi-finals and kept their 
fans entertained throughout, thanks partly to Marcus Berg who 
top-scored with seven goals – the most ever scored by an individual 
at one tournament at that point.

2015 
SWEET FOR THE SWEDES
 

Winners: Sweden
Runners-up: Portugal 

Handsome, goal-laden wins in their respective semi-finals whetted 
the appetite ahead of a decider between Sweden and Portugal that 
was far less entertaining – not that the Swedes cared!

Håkan Ericson's side won their first ever UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship title after edging the penalty shoot-out 
following a 0-0 draw in Prague.

The Swedes had made a habit of doing things the hard way, 
reaching the finals thanks to a play-off win in France, then coming 
from a goal and a man down in their first match in the Czech 
Republic to beat Italy 2-1.

The tide seemed to have turned by the time the semi-finals 
came around. Both Sweden and Portugal had comfortable wins, 
4-1 against Denmark and 5-0 against Germany respectively, but 
the final would be far tighter.

Goalkeeper Patrik Carlgren produced two penalty saves in the 
shoot-out to become the hero, though Portugal's William Carvalho 
was named the tournament's Golden Player.

2011 
SWISS FALL IN THE FINAL
 

Winners: Spain
Runners-up: Switzerland 

Switzerland appeared in their first final in 2011 but while 
they may not have taken home the trophy, they made 
a lot of friends and impressed a lot of people on their 
remarkable run in Denmark.

The Swiss, with goalkeeper Yann Sommer prominent, 
didn't concede a goal on their way to the deciding match 
in Aarhus, and had big names like Xherdan Shaqiri, Fabian 
Frei and Admir Mehmedi providing real threat.

It was Spain, however, who claimed the silverware as 
goals from Ander Herrera and Thiago Alcântara sealed 
a 2-0 final win.

Juan Mata won the Golden Player award, impressing 
throughout, a year after he was part of Spain's victorious 
FIFA World Cup squad.
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2017 
GERMANY RISE TO THE TOP
 

Winners: Germany
Runners-up: Spain 

The 2017 tournament in Poland was extra competitive as it was 
the first time the finals had been expanded to include 12 teams 
which meant only one team could qualify from each of the three 
groups plus the best-placed runners-up.

As it turned out, that team were Germany, who peaked at the 
right time to edge out Spain in the final.

Germany had squeezed past England on penalties in their semi-
final while Saúl Ñiguez's hat-trick inspired Spain to success against 
a talented Italy outfit in the other match.

It was Germany against Spain in the final and the stage was set 
for a classic between two powerhouses of European football which 
was decided by a single Mitchell Weiser header.

Spain's only consolations were that Saúl Ñiguez finished top 
goalscorer and Dani Ceballos was named the Golden Player.

2019 
SPAIN TURN THE TABLES
 

Winners: Spain
Runners-up: Germany 

Two years after Germany's victory in Poland, they and 
Spain met in the final once again but this time Spain lifted 
the trophy.

And just like the previous tournament, it was the 
runners-up who boasted the tournament's top goalscorer, 
this time Luca Waldschmidt scoring in every match apart 
from the final to finish with an impressive total of seven.

Both sides went into the final in Udine in prolific form, 
having scored four goals in semi-final wins. Germany beat 
Romania 4-2 while Spain eased past France 4-1.

Intent on gaining revenge, Spain started the final well 
and Fabián Ruiz gave them the lead. Dani Olmo increased 
the advantage before Nadiem Amiri replied with two 
minutes to go.

Spain held on to take the trophy for the fifth time to 
match Italy's total and become the joint-most successful 
country in the history of the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship.
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TOP GOALSCORERS
 
1978:  Vahid Halilhodžić (Yugoslavia) 6
1980:  Ramaz Shengelia (USSR) 3 
1982:  Pierre Littbarski (West Germany) 6
1984:  Mark Hateley (England) 6 
1986:  Gianluca Vialli (Italy) 4
1988:  Aristidis Karasavidis (Greece) 5 
1990:  Davor Šuker (Yugoslavia), Andrei Sidelnikov (USSR) 3
1992:  Renato Buso (Italy) 3
1994:  João Pinto (Portugal) 3 
1996:  Raúl González (Spain) 3
1998:  Steffen Iversen (Norway), Nikos Liberopoulos (Greece) 3
2000:  Andrea Pirlo (Italy) 3
2002:  Massimo Maccarone (Italy) 3
2004:  Alberto Gilardino (Italy), Johan Elmander (Sweden) 4
2006:  Klaas-Jan Huntelaar (Netherlands) 4 
2007:  Maceo Rigters (Netherlands) 4 
2009: Marcus Berg (Sweden) 7
2011:  Adrián López (Spain) 5
2013:  Álvaro Morata (Spain) 4 ↑
2015:  Jan Kliment (Czech Republic) 3
2017:  Saúl Ñiguez (Spain) 5
2019:  Luca Waldschmidt (Germany) 7

GOLDEN PLAYERS
 
1978:  Vahid Halilhodžić (Yugoslavia)
1980:  Anatoli Demianenko (USSR)
1982:  Rudi Völler (West Germany)
1984:  Mark Hateley (England)
1986:  Manuel Sanchís (Spain)
1988:  Laurent Blanc (France)
1990:  Davor Šuker (Yugoslavia)
1992:  Renato Buso (Italy)
1994:  Luís Figo (Portugal)
1996:  Fabio Cannavaro (Italy)
1998:  Francesc Arnau (Spain)
2000:  Andrea Pirlo (Italy)  ↓
2002:  Petr Čech (Czech Republic)
2004:  Alberto Gilardino (Italy)
2006:  Klaas-Jan Huntelaar (Netherlands) 
2007:  Royston Drenthe (Netherlands)
2009:  Marcus Berg (Sweden)
2011:  Juan Mata (Spain)
2013:  Thiago Alcântara (Spain)
2015:  William Carvalho (Portugal)
2017:  Dani Ceballos (Spain)
2019:  Fabián Ruiz (Spain)
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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

? QUIZ
THE

EURO
Under-21

Which two countries are the most 
successful in the tournament's history 
with five wins each? 
 
Which Czech goalkeeper was named 
the tournament's Golden Player in 
2002 – and went on to win the UEFA 
Champions League ten years later? 
 
Vahid Halilhodžić was the Golden 
Player at the first UEFA European 
Under-21 Championship in 1978. 
Which country did he represent? 
 
France won the trophy in 1988 and 
the Golden Player went on to win the 
1998 FIFA World Cup and UEFA EURO 
2000. Who was that defender? 
 

Q2

Q3

Q5

Q7

Q9

Q4

Q6

Q8

Q10

Q1

In 2019 Spain became 
champions but in which 
country were the finals held? 

Which former Ajax, Milan and Real Madrid striker was 
the Golden Player for the Netherlands in 2006? 

ANSWERS:
1. Italy and Spain, 2. Petr Čech, 3. Yugoslavia, 4. Laurent Blanc, 5. Italy, 6. Klaas-Jan Huntelaar, 

7. Luís Figo, 8. Andrea Pirlo, 9. Rudi Völler, 10. Davor Šuker.

In 1994 Portugal were runners-up but 
which future Ballon d'Or winner won 
the Golden Player for the Portuguese? 
 
Which future Milan and Juventus 
legend scored both goals for Italy 
in the 2000 final against Czech 
Republic? 
 
England lifted the trophy in 1982 but 
a West German future FIFA World Cup-
winning striker won the Golden Player 
accolade. Who was it? 
 
Which Croatian goal machine was 
named Golden Player for Yugoslavia 
as they finished runners-up to the 
USSR in 1990?

?
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